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Prifons^  Houfes  of  Correaion,  and  Hofpitak  ^ 

IN  . . 


LONDON  AND  WESTMINSTER. 

-•  4>  • 


S>"  »■  ^ 


I F any  of  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  this  Pamphlet  is  fent  will  b# 
kind  enough  to  give  the  Society  an  accouat  of  im- 
provements undertaken  in  confequence  of  thefe  obfer\^ations,  fuch 
communications  will  be  efteemed  a favour  by  the  Society;  and 
are  requefted  to  be  addreffed  to  their  Secretary.  Mr.  Bennett,  un- 
der a cover  direded  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montagu,  Preft-. 
dent  of  the  Society  for  giving  Effed  to  hit  Majejlys  Proclamation, 

Prl<vy  Garden,  London, 

June,  1789. 


_ I ~i  n T 


Montagu  17894 

AT  a meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Society  injii—' 
tilted  forgiving  effeSl  to  His  Majeffs  proclamation 
againf  vice  and  immorality. 

The  Sub-Committee  agreeably  to  the  Refolutions  of 
May  i^th  and  i^th,  prefented  eight  Pamphlets,  con- 
taining Extraas  from  Mr.  Howard's  Account  of  the 
Prefent  State  of  the  Prifons,  together  with  a general 
Introduaion  to  thofe  Extraas, 

Refolved, 

That  the  Sub-Committee  be  requeued  to  fend  Copies 
of  the  f aid  Pamphlets,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  to 
the  Judges,  Sheriffs,  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Juries, 
Magif  rates.  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and fuch  other  perfons 
as  they  f jail  think  proper,  in  the  different  counties  and 
toavns  in  England  and  Wales. 


MONTAGU,  President. 


ERRATUM. 


P.  39,  1.  13. — For  Norwich i read  Norihwichi 
Abftrad;,  p.  i.  add  Cap;  59,  and  Cap.  54. 
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A N 

ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  PRISONS, 
Hovfes  of  CorreSlion,  and  Hofpitals 

IN 

LONDON  AND  WESTMINSTER. 


Taken  froni  a late  Publication  of 

JOHN  HOWARD,  Esq^  RR.S. 

By  Permifiion  of  the  Author. 


TO  WHICH  IS  raEFIXED, 

AN  INTRODUCTION, 


STATINS 


The  A£ts  lately  pafTed  for  improv- 
ing the  Prifons  in  this  kingdom. 

Tlie  good  Effefts  which  have  re- 
fulted  from  thofe  Adis,  where 
they  have  been  carried  into  Exe- 
cution. 


The  Abiifcs  which  flill  continue 
wherethey  have  been  negledlcd. 
and 

The  means  by  which  thofe  Abufcs 
may  moll  effcdlually  be  cor- 
redlcd. 


In  this  further  reformation,  it  will  be  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  begin 
with  the  Capital;  the  corruption  of  manners  flowing  from  that  great 
fountain,  fpreads  far  and  wide  its  malignant  llreams. 

Howard,  pagc233.' 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  Order  of  the  Society  lately  inftituted  for  giving 
Effcdl  to  his  Majefty's  Proclamation  againft  Vice  and  Imm®- 
RALITY. 


J^N  thofe  places  in  the  following  ExtraSs  in  which  the  word’s 
“ No  Alteration”  are  inferted,  particular  attention 
is  recommended  to  be  paid  to  the  Gaols,  as  thofe  Gaols  will 
for  the  mofl  part  be  found  in  a very  bad  condition.  A refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Howard’s  Publication  in  1784,  would  on  tljefi: 
occafions  be  advifeable. 


! 


INTRODUCTION. 


FEW  years  ago^  the  Fate  of  the  Prifons 


and  Houfcs  of  Corredlion  in  this  kingdom, 
Was  fuch  as  was  calculated  to  counterad  almoft 
every  purpofe  for  which  thofe  buildings  were  in- 
tended. In  confequence  of  the  total  want  of  at- 
tention to  air,  to  cleanlinefs,  and  w’hatever  con- 
cerned the  health  of  prifoners,  the  gaol-fever  pre- 
vailed to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  occalion  the  death  of 
many  more  perfons  than  fell  by  the  hands  of  the 
executioner.  The  fatal  effedts  of  this  diforder 
were  often  extended  to  debtors,  as  well  as  felons ; 
to  the  keepers  of  prifons,  as  well  as  thofe  con- 


a 


fined 
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fined  in  them  ; to  witnefies,  to  jurymen,  and  everl 
'to  Judges  bn  the  bench.* 

The  morals  of  prifoners  were  at  this  time  as 
' much  neglected  as  their  health.  Idlenefs,  drun- 
kennefs,  and  all  kinds  of  vice,  were  fuffered  to 
continue  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  confirm  old  of- 
fenders *in  their  bad  practices,  and  to  render  it 
almoft  certain,  that  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were 
confined  for  their  firft  faults,  would  be  corrupted, 
inftead  of  behig  corredled,  by  their  imprifon- 
ment. 

In  this  fituation,  it  is  probable,  the  gaols  in 
this  Illand  would  ftill  have  continued,  if  the  atten- 
^ tion  of  the  Public  had  not  been  called  to  the  fiib- 
jed;  by  the  labours  of  Mr.  Howard.  The  true 
ftate  of  the  prifons  was  made  known  by  that  gen- 
tleman, and  the  means  were  pointed  out  by  which 
they  might  be  improved. 

In  confequence  of  the  information  which  was 
thus  obtained,  the  fubjecl  was  confidered  by  the 

y.  * At  the  aflize  held  in  Oxford  Caftle,  1577,  all  who  were 
prefent  died  within  forty  hours.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron,  the 
Sheriff,  and  about  300  more. 

^ Vide  Baker's  Chronkle,  page  353, 


Lcgif- 
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Legiflature  with  the  attention  which  its  import- 
ance deferved.  Several  adts  of  Parliament  were 
paired,  for  the  better  regulation  of  gaols  and  houfes 
of  correction ; and  in  confequence  of  thefe  ac^ls, 
and  of  the  exertions  of  many  public  bodies,  and 
public-fpirited  individuals,  much  good  has  been' 
done.  Many  new  prifons  have  been  built,  m 
which  the  chief  defects  of  the  old  ones  have  been 
avoided,  many  of  the  old  ones  have  been  improv- 
ed, and  attention  has  been  paid  to  air,  to  cleanli- 
nefs,  and  of  courfe  to  health.  The  refult  of  the 
whole  has  been,  that  the  gaol-fever  by  which  fucih 
numbers  not  only  of  guilty,  but  of  innocent  per-- 
fons  were  detroyed,  is  nozv  almoft  eradicated^  and 
our  gaols  may  for  the  moft  part  be  vilited  without 
danger.  But  it  is  obferved,  that  at  this  point  the 
fpirit  of  improvement  unhappily  feems  to  Pop, 
fcarcely  touching  upon  that  Pill  more  important ' 
objecl,  the  reformation  of  the  morals  of  prifoners. 

If  is  with  a view  to  attain  this  objed:,  and  to 
correep  thofe  abufes  which  Pill  continue  in  our 
gaols,  that  the  following  obfervations  are  fubrniu 
ted  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  perfons,  whofe 
Ptuation  renders  them  the  moP  able  to  contribute 
to  fo  good  a work.  The  talk  will  perhaps  not 
be  found  to  be  fo  difficult  as  it  may  at  PrP  fight  be 

^ 2 fijp.^ 
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fuppofed.  If  the  ads  of  the  14th  Geo.  Ill,  cap- 
59,  and  24  Geo.  III.  cap.  54,  are  examined,  it' 
will  appear  that  provifion  is  already  made  for  the 
corredion  of  mod  of  thefe  abufes,  and  what  is 
now  chiefly  required,  is  to  take  care  that  thofe  ads 
are  properly  enforced.  The  following  pages  point 
out  the  good  elfeds  which  have  rcfulted  from 
them,  where  they  have  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion; and  the  evils  which  dill  continue,  w here  they 
have  been  negleded. 

In  the  Metropolis  this  negled  has  unfortunately 
been  too  general,  though  the  neceffity  of  enforc- 
ing obedience  to  the  law  is  no  where  fo  great. — • 
Many  indances  of  this  kind  might  eafily  be  pro- 
duced, but  a few  will  be  diffident  to  ffiew  how  ne- 
cedary  it  is  that  the  Magidrates  diould  pay  parti- 
cular attention  to  this  fubjed. 

It  is  true  that  the  gaolers  are  now  forbidden  to 
keep  taps ; but  the  good  effeds  which  would  have 
refulted  from  this  regulation,  have  been  prevented, 
by  not  only  the  fpirit,  but  the  very  letter  of  the 
^ ad  being  evaded. 


In 
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In  fome  prifons  the  debtors  fell  beer,  and  in  a, 
great  many,  either  a neighbouring  publican,  or  per- 
haps fome  perfon  in  truft  for  the  gaoler,  is  allowed 
to  fupply  the  prifoners  with  fpirituous  and  other  li- 
quors. No  employment  or  materials  for  worl;  are 
provided  for  thofe  who  are  fentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour. The  different  claffes  of  prifoners  are  not 
properly  feparated : Night  rooms  are  not  provided 
for  folitary  confinement ; and  fufficient  attention 
is  not  paid  to  fick  or  to  dying  prifoners.  Vifiters,. 
inftead  of  being  excluded  on  a Sunday,  are  ad- 
mitted in  fuch  numbers,  that  that  day  is  fcarcely 
diftinguifhed  from  others,  but  by  the  prifons  ex- 
hibiting a more  than  common  degree  of  riot  and 
debauchery. 

This  defcription,  inftead  of  being  exaggerated, 
is  in  reality  not  ftrong  enough,  to  give  a proper 
idea  of  the  wickednefs,  which  in  defiance  of  the 
a6ls  of  Parliament,  flill  continues  in  many  of  the- 
prifons  in  London  and  Weftminfter.  As  great, 
however,  as  the  evil  may  be,  it  is  not  impoffiblc 
to  corre61:  it;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  being  now 
made  known,  it  will  not  be  negledled,  but  that  the 
different  perfons  who  are  entrufted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  King’s  Bench,  the  Fleet,  New- 
gate, 
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gate  * Wood-flreet,  the  Poultry,  Clerkenwell,  the 
Savoy,  the  Marfhalfea,  and  Tothill-fields,  will  exert 
themfelves  in  their  refpeaive  Nations,  to  improve 
fuch  of  thole  prifons  as  are  placed  under  their  parti- 
cular inlpedlion,  and  that  taking  the  following obler— 
vations  as  their  guide,  they  will  endeavour  to  carry 
into  elFedt  the  good  intentions  of  the  Legillature. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  feveral  circumllances  here 
mentioned  are  earneltly  recommended  to  their  at- 
tention.f 


* The  number  of  prifoners  in  Newgate  when  thefe  obferva- 
tionswere  written,  amounted  to  622  felons,  and  163  debtors: 
nupiber  far  too  great  for  fuch  a prifon.  It  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  debtors  are  not  removed,  and  the  prifon  appro- 
priated entirely  to  felons, 

f Moft  of  the  regulations  which  follow  are  exprefsly  enjoined 
in  fome  of  the  afts  lately  palled  for  the  improvement  of  gaols, 

but  many  of  the  claufes  in  thofe  aOs  have  been  too  much  ne- 
^leded^ 


I.  That 
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I.  That  agreeably  to  the  a6t  of  the  3 2d  of  Geo. 

II.  cap.  28,  Rules  be  made  by  the  Juftices,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Judges,  for  the  diredlion  of  the 
gaolers,  and  the  condudt  of  the  prifoners,  and  that 
the  fame  be  painted  on  a board  in  a legible  man- 
ner, and  hung  up  in  one  or  more  confpicuous 
parts  of  every  prifon.* 

II.  That  the  a6t  of  the  14th  of  Geo.  III.  cap. 
59;  and  the  claufes  againft  drunkennefs,  in  the 
20,  21,  22,  and  23  fedlions  of  the  a6l  of  the  24th 
of  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  54,  be  in  like  manner  hung  up 
in  the  prifons.f 

III.  That  until  the  laudable  example  of  the 
county  of  SulTex,  and  fome  few  other  places,  in 
abolifhing  all  fees,  be  generally  adopted,  a table  of 
fees  made  by  the  Juftices,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Judges,  be  alfo  hung  up  in  the  prifons;  and  that 

* What  is  here  recommended  has  been  carried  into  execution 

in  a very  proper  manner  at  Reading,  Bury,  and  Lancafter. 

Any  perfons  who  wdlh  the  gaols  under  their  direction  to  be  well 
managed,  would  find  it  worth  while  to  procure  copies,  of  the  re- 
gulations eftablifhed  at  thofe  places. 

f Vide  act  14  Geo.  Ill,  cap,  59. 

no 
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no  garnifh,  or  any  other  fee  but  what  is  allowed 
as  above,  be  permitted  to  be  taken  of  any  pri- 
foner.* 

IV.  That  every  priibn  be  white-wafhed  at  leaft 
once  in  every  year,  and  that  this  be  done  twice 
in  prifons  which  are  much  crowded. f 

V.  That  a pump  and  plentiful  fupply  of  water 
be  provided,  and  that  every  part  of  the  prifon  be 
kept  as  clean  as  poflible.;|: 

VI.  That  every  prifon  be  fupplied  with  a warm 
and  cold  bath,  or  commodious  bathing  tubs,  and 
that  the  prifoners  be  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  fuch 
baths,  with  a proper  allowance  of  foap,  and  the 
ufe  of  towels.§ 

. VII.  That  attention  be  paid  to  the  fewers,  in 
order  to  render  them  as  little  offenfive  as  pof- 
fible. 


* Vide  aft  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  21,  feft.  12, 
•f  Vide  aft  14  Geo.  Ill,  cap. 

X Vide  ibid. 

5 Vide  ibid. 
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VIII.  That  no  animals  of  any  kind  which  ren- 
der a prifon  dirty,  be  allowed  to  be  kept  in  it> 
..cither  by  the  gaoler,  or  any  prifoner.  The  only 
exception  to  this  rule,  fhould  be  one  dog  kept  by 
the  gaoler.* 

IX.  That  great  care  be  taken,  that  as  perfe<fl'  a 
leparation  as  poffible  be  made  of  the  following 
clafTes  of  prifoners,  viz.  That  felons  be  kept  en- 
tirely feparate  from  debtors ; men  from  women ; 

* If  any  perfons  fliould  be  of  opinion,  that  the  attention  to 
clcanlin.ef^  which  is  recommended  in  the  five  foregoing  articles, 
has  little  -connedlion  with  the  morals  of  prifoners,  they  are  re» 
quelled  to  fead  the  following  extracts  from  Mr,  Hazard’s  laft 
publication: 

**  Endeavouring  to  introduce  habits  of  cleanlinefs  is  an  objeft 
of  great  importance,  as  many  officers  have  obferved,  that  the 
moll  cleanly  men  are  always  the  moft  decent  and  honeft,  and  the 
moll  flovenly  and  dirty  are  the  moft  vicious  and  irregular.”  Page 

218. 

I have  repeatedly  obferved,  that  when  I have  pulled  down 
©Id  cottages  that  had  clay  floors,  and  no  pantry,  no  pump,  no 
out-houfe  for  fuel,  nor  any  vault,  and  have  built  new  ones  with 
ehefe  conveniences,  which  have  alfo  been  white- walhed » both 
within  and  without — the  very  fame  families  that  were  before 
flovenly  and  dirty,  have  upon  this  change  of  their  habitations, 
become  clean  and  neat  in  their  perfons,  in  their  houfes,  and  gar^ 
dens,”  Page  i j 8, 
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old  offenders  from  young  beginners ; and  convidta 
from  thofe  who  have  not  been  tried.* 

t 

X.  That  all  prifoners,  except  debtors,  be  clothed 
on  their  admiflion  with  a prifon  uniform,  and  that 
their  own  clothes  be  returned  them  when  they  are 
brought  to  trial,  or  are  difrnilTed, 

XI.  That  care  be  taken  that  the  prifoners  arc 
properly  fupplied  with  food,  and  their  allowance 
not  deficient,  either  in  weight  or  quality. f 

XII.  That  no  gaoler,  or  any  perfpn  in  trufi:  for 
him,  or  employed  by  him,  be  permitted  to  fell 
any  wine,  beer,  or  other  liquors,  or  permit  or  fuf. 
fer  any  fuch  to  be  fold  in  any  prifon  ; or  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  to  fuffer  any  tippling  or  gajn-i 
ing  in  the  prifop.if 

* Vide  22  Geo.  III.  cap.  64, 

f Vide  ibid. 

X This  is  exprefsly  commanded  in  the  0T24  Geo.  Ill, 
cap.  ^4,  feft.  20  and  22,  and  attention  to  this  circumftance  i'S 
mod  earneftly  recomiLended,  as  Mr.  Howard  obferves,  page 
234>  “ No  effeflual  reform  will  be  made  in  our  prifohs  till  the 
root  of  the  evil  be  cut  off,  which,  from  the  clofeft  obfervation, 
3 am  convinced  is  the  <vice  of  drunkcnnefu’’ 


XIII, 
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XIII.  That  a proper  falary  be  given  to  the 
gaoler,  in  lieu  of  the  profits  which  he  formerly 
derived  from  the  tap,  from  fees,  and  other  per- 
quifites.* 

XIV.  That  thofe  prifoners  who  are  committed 
to  hard  labour  be  not  permitted  to  be  idle,  and 
that  fuch  other  prifoners  as  are  willing  to  work,  be 
fupplied  with  materials,  and  be  allowed  part  of  the 
profits  of  fuch  work,  as  the  aefi:  dircdls."]" 

XV.  That  a clergyman  be  appointed,  with  a 
proper  falary,  and  that  divine  fervice  be  regularly 
performed  on  Sundays  and  holydays : that  on  thofe 
days  no  perlbns  be  allowed  to  vifit  the  prifoners  ; 
and  that  fuch  prifoners  as  will  not  attend  divine 
fervice  be  locked  up,  and  not  fuffered  to  difturb 
others  while  it  is  performed.;!: 

XVI.  That  care  be  taken  that  no  fwearing, 
curfing,  or  profane  converfation  be  permitted 
that  the  keepers  and  turnkeys  be  cautioned  againfi; 

* Vide  aft  24  Geo;  III.  cap;  54,  feft.  20* 
t Vide  aft  22  Geo.  III.  cap.  64,  feft.  7, 

+ Vide  Aft  13  Geo.  III.  cap.  38, 
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it,  and  ftridtiy  enjoined  not  to  fufFer  the  prifbnef# 
to  be  guilty  of  it.* 

I 

XVil.,  That  cells  be  provided  for  the  refradtory, 
and  night-rooms  for  folitary  confinement,  but  that 
no  prifoner  be  kept  in  any  dungeon^  or  room  under 
ground,  t 

XVIII.  That  a furgeon  or  apothecary  be  ap- 
pointed (with  a proper  falary)  to  afford  the  nc- 
ceffary  afliftance  to  the  lick,  and  that  two  rooms, 
'one  for  men,  and  one  for  women,  be  fet  apart  as 
infirmaries,  and  be  furnilhed  with  proper  bed- 
ding.J 

XIX.  That  great  attention  be  paid  to  what 
concerns  the  debtors,  as  it  is  found  that  that  part 
of  the  management  of  our  prifons  has  hitherto 
been  the  moft  negledted. 

I 

XX.  That  wherever  any  legacies  have  been  ’ 
bequeathed,  or  any  charitable  donations  given  for 
the  benefit  of  prifoners,  an  account  of  the  fame  be 
hung  up  in  the  prifon ; and  that  care  be  taken  that 

* Vide  22  Geo.  III.  cap.  64. 
f Vide  aft  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  59, 

I Vide  ibid. 
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tlie  fums  of  money  fo  given,  be  employed  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended  by  the 
donors. 

XXL  That  agreeably  to  the  adl  of  2I  Geo. 
III.  cap.  64,  the  keeper  of  every  houfe  of  correc- 
tion be  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  Chairman  at  the 
Quarter  SeflionSi  a lift  of  the  prifoners  in  his  cuf- 
tody,  diftinguiihing  their  age  and  fex,  and  men- 
tioning in  what  trade  or  bufinefs  each  perfon  hath 
been  employed,  and  is  beft  qualified  for ; as  alfo 
the  behaviour  of  fuch  perfon  during  his  or  her 
Confinement.* 

XXII.  That  the  prifons  be  frequently  vifited  ; 
that  the  vifiters  take  notice  whether  the  regula- 
tions which  have  been  eftablilhed  are  obferved  or 
negle(fted;  that  a report  from  the  vifiters  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  Juftices  at  every  Seftions,  and  that 
thefe  reports  be  taken  into  confideration,  at  leaft 
once  a year,  viz*  at  the  Michaelmas  Quarter  Sef- 
fions. 

XXIII.  That  attention  be  paid  to  prifoners 
when  they  are  difchargcd,  and  that,  if  poflible, 

* Jf  this  order  were  ftriftly  enforced,  it  would  neceflarily 
oblige  the  gaoler  to  pay  fome  attention  to  the  prifoners  in  liis 
tuftody. 


fome 
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fome  means  be  pointed  out  to  them,  hy 

they  may  be  enabled  to  gain  a livelihood  in  an 
honeft  manner. 


In  the  plan  here  ptopofed,  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  no  indulgence  is  recommended  to  be  fhewn  to 
prifoneis,  but  what  is  necelTary  in  order  to  prefcrve 
their  health,  and  reform  their  morals.  The  ufe  of 
imprilbnment  is  tocoriedt  thole  who  are  vicious,  to 
deter  others  fiom  becoming  fo,  to  confine  fuch  as 
are  fufpedled  of  crimes,  till  their  guilt  or  innocence 
is  proved;  and  lafily,  to  fecure  the  perfons  of 
debtors  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors.  If  this 
is  the  cafe,  how  firongly  are  we  called  upon  to 
take  care  that  the  debtor,  the  perfon  whofe  guilt 
is  doubtful,  and  the  young  offender,*  be  not  ex- 
pofed,  while  in  prifon,  to  any  diforders  which 
may  defiroy  his  health,  or  endanger  his  life;  or  to 
any  temptation  from  bad  example,  or  bad  fociety, 
which  may  render  it  probable  that  he  will  be  fent 

* In  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  Scotland,  the  number  of 
young  offenders,  and  of  prifoners  of  all  kinds,  debtors  as  well  ay 
felons,  is  very  fmall.  This  is  chiefly  to  be  aferibed  to  the  care 
v.hich  is  taken  in  thofe  countries  to  bring  up  children  in  habits 
of  induftry,  and  to  give  even  the  pooreft  a moral  and  religious 
education. 


back 
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back  into  the  world,  a worfe  member  of  the  com^ 
munity  than  he  was  at  the  begifining  of  his  con-« 
hnement. 

The  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  attempts  aU 
ready  made  to  reform  the  ftate  of  pur  gaols,  gives 
the  greateft  reafon  to  hope,  that  by  perfirting  i^ 
our  endeavours,  we  may  complete  the  defired  ob- 
jedt:.  If  after  all  that  has  been  done,  dur  prifons  were 
now  in  as  dreadful  a condition  as  when  Mr.  Ho- 
w^ARD  firft  vifited  them,  there  would  be  fome  rea- 
fon to  fear  that  the  evil  w'as  not  to  be  conquered; 
but  as  w'e  find  that  the  greatefi;  difficulties  arc 
already  overcome,  that  the  greatefi;  dangers  are 
removed,  and  that  in  feveral  counties  * the  labours 

of 

* The  examples  of  the  counties  of  York,  Suflex,  Cornwall, 
Lancafter,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Gloucefter,  and  Oxford,  are 
worthy  of  Imitation;  and  the  following  accounts  of  Oxford  and 
Wymondham,  deferve  to  be  noticed  in  every  part  of  tliC  king- 
dom, as  they  fhew  in  what  manner  a county  gaol,  and  county 
bridewell  may  {^ithout  addiiiqiial exfeuje  to  the  be  mad^ 

|)laces  of  real  reformation, 

I 

COUNTY  GAOL,  OXFORD  CASTLE. 

The  convifls  w'ere  employed  in  building  the  new  gaol.  Tlie 
lodges  and  the  gateway,  with  the  chapel  over  it,  were  built  en- 
fifely  by  them.  They  were  guarded  only  by  one  man,  though 

feveraj 
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of  the  magiftrates  have  been  attended  with  greater 
fuccefs  than  the  moft  fanguine  advocates  for  re- 
formation had  ventured  to  predidl in  fuch  a 

cafe, 

federal  of  them  for  their  good  behaviour  had  their  irons  taken 
off.  This  proves  that  among  fuch  delinquents  many  are  reclaimer 
able,  and  not  fo  entirely  abandoned,  as  fome  are  apt  to  fuppolc. 
The  encouragements  here  given  with  refpeft  to  their  diet,  clothes, 
and  term  of  confinement,  have  been  the  means  of  recovering 
many  from  their  bad  habits,  and  of  rendering  them  ufeful  mem-, 
bers  of  fociety.  Here  the  convifts  are  not  defrauded  of  the 
King’s  allowance  of  ?s,  6d.  a week, 

An  account  of  the  earnings  of  the  Prifoners  in  the  County  GioJ 
and  Bridewell  of  Oxford,  together  with  the  expenfe  of  their 
maintenance,  materials  for  work,  &c.  &c,  from  January  25, 
1786,,  to  January  T',  1787, 

' £• 

Total  earnings  198:1:11 

I ■■■  — ^ 

Expenfe  in  county  allowance  of  bread  58:19  : o 

Clothes  and  extra  feeding  - - - - 85  : i : 9^ 
Over-looker  ------  22:10:0 

Jidaterials  for  work,  &c.  - - - - n : 1 1 : o 

Total  expenfe  - - 178:1:91- 

Total  earnings  - - jgS  : im 

4 

Balance  gained  by  the  county  from  Jan. 

23,  1786,  to  Jan.  7,  1787  - - 20  : o : i| 

Pitto  gained  by  the  county  from  Jan. 

7,  1787,  to  Jan.  I,  1788  - - - 113:9:2 
pitto  gained  by  the  county  from  Jan.  1, 

1788,  to  Jan.  I,  1789  - - - - 135:15:  6 
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cafe,  it  may  reafonably  be  expelled,  that  no  perfon 
whofe  fituation  affords  the  mej^ns  of  contributing 

to 

This  great  increafe  in  the  balance  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  con- 
vifts  being  employed  in  building  the  new  gaol : it  cannot  there- 
fore be  expedled  that  it  fhould  continue  as  great  when  the  build- 
ing is  finilhed.  There  is  however  little  reafon  to  doubt  of  a 
confiderable  fum  being  always  gained  to  the  county  from  the 
work  of  the  convids.  It  fhould  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  fay- 
ing the  expenfe  of  maintaining  convifts,  which  would  otherwife 
be  incurred,  and  the  gaining  a balance  in  favour  of  the  county, 
are  but  fecondary  advantages.  The  great  benefit  which  has  re- 
fulted  from  the  exertions  of  the  magillrates  in  this  count)',  is  the 
reformation  in  the  morals  of  the  prifoners.  In  this  refpeft  they 
have  been  remarkably  fuccefsful ; and  it  deferves  to  be  noticed, 
that  in  order  to  bring  the  convidls  to  habits  of  induftry,  promifes 
have  been  found  more  effeclual  than  threats.  A fubfcription  has 
been  raifed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  by  which  fome  pri- 
foners,  when  difcharged,  have  been  clothed,  others  have  been 
furnifhcd  with  a complete  fet  of  tools  to  go  on  with  their  work  or 
raanufafture ; and  a littip  money  has  been  given  them  at  their  dif- 
charge,  with  an  afltirance  of  further  encouragement,  in  cafe  they 
brought  a certificate  of  their  good  behaviour  from  their  em- 
ployers at  the  end  of  the  year.  Promife?  of  rewards  of  this 
kmd,  or  in  fome  cafes  of  applying  to  his.  Majefty  to  remit  part 
of  the  term  of  confinement,  have  in  every  inftance  but  one  an- 
fwered  much  better  th^  threats  of  further  or  more  fevere  punifh- 


c 
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to  fo  good  a work,  will  refufe  to  take  fome  pains 
to  put  the  finilhing  hand  to  what  has  been  fo  hap- 
pily and  fuccefsfully  begun. 

WYMONDHAM. 

By  examining  the  accounts  of  the  houfe  of  correftion  at  Wy, 
mondham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  from  Oaober  8,  1783,  to 
April  II,  17891  h appears  that  the  earnings  of  the  convifls  have 
every  year  exceeded  the  expenfe  of  maintaining  them,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  five  years  and  a half,  the  balance,  gained  by  the  county, 
after  defraying  all  charges,  has  amounted  to  £z6z  : 1 8 : 5|.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  by  means  of  this  well-regulated  houfe 
of  correaion,  many  offenders  have  been  brought  to  acquire  har 
bits  of  induftry ; and  no  method  is  found  fo  effeftual  towards 
reforming  the  morals  of  delinquents,  as  the  teaching  them  a pro- 
fitable trade.  It  is  a FACT,  that  fome  of  thofe  con- 
vi£ls  are  now  become  ufeful  members  of  the  com-, 
munity,  and  fupport  themfelves  and  their  fami- 
lies, by  the  praBice  of  that  trade,  which  was 
taught  them  during  their  confinement  in  the  pri- 
fon  of  Wy  mondham, 
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ABSTRACT 

I 

FROM 

Mr.  H O W a R D’s 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  PRISONS 

AND 

HOSPITALS. 


THE  TOWER. 

The  Tower  is  the  only  prifon  in  England 
for  Rate  delinquents  of  rank.  There  has 
been  no  prifoner  lince  Mr,  Laurens  went  out, 
December  31ft,  1781. 

<T 

Here,  in  1787,  I faw  a great  quantity  of  junk 
or  old  cordage,  and  having  again  found  the 
prifoners  in  the  bridewells  in  and  about  London 
without  employment,  I cannot  avoid  repeating 
my  former  remark ; “If  the  great  quantities  of 
^^old  cables  and  ropes  piled  up  at  the  Tower 
were  delivered  out  to  the  feveral  keepers  of 

B “ bride- 
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^‘bridewells  in  and  about  London  to  be  wrought 
"‘for  ufe,  and  prompt  payment  made  for  the 
work,  this  would  prevent  the  excufes  of  keep- 
“ ers  for  not  employing  their  prifoners.” 


NEWGATE. 

No  alteration.’^  In  three  or  four  rooms  there 
were  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  women  crowded 
together,  many  young  creatures  with  the  old  and 
liardcncd,  fome  of  whom  had  been  confined  up— 
wards  of  two  years  : on  the  men’s  fide  likewife 
therewere  many  boys  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
of  age;  fome  almoft  naked.  In  the  men’s  in- 
firmary, there  were  only  feven  iron  bedfteads ; 
and  at  my  laft  vifit,  there  being  twenty  fick,  fome 
of  them,  naked  and  with  fores,  in  a miferable 
condition,  lay  on  the  floor  with  only  a rug. 
There  were  four  fick  in  the  infirmary  for  women, 
which  is  only  fifteen  feet  and  a half,  by  twelve* 
has  but  one  window,  and  no  bedheads-;  fewers 
offenfive ; prifon  not  white-wafhed.  Keeper's 
falary  £ 450  in  lieu  of  the  tap.  I found  fome  of 
the  debtors  had  in  their  apartments  cafl^s  of  beer 
for  fale;  and  on  the  felons’  fide  a perfon  flood 
with  cans  of  beer.  At  my  lafl  vifit  I went  over 
the  wards  of  the  criminals  with  Mr.  Curtis  the 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  thote  readers  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  my  former  publications,  that  when  I fay,  wo 
alttration,  I fpeak  with  reference  to  the  fituation  which  fuch 
prifon^  was  in  when  I laft  vilited  it ; the  particulars  of  which 
may  be  found  in  my  former  editions  of  The  State  of  the 
PrifonS)  Sec. 


new 
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new  Sheriff,  from  whofe  aftivity  and  zeal  I would 
hope  fomething  may  be  done  for  the  naked  ob- 
jeasleft  by  the  late  flieriffs.— The  allowance  of 
bread  fliould  be  weighed  m grofs^  and  delivered 
to  the  prifoners  every  day.*  Unlefs  the  debtors 
be  removed  to  give  room  for  the  feparation  of 
the  other  prifoners,  and  a reform  be  made  in 
the  prifons,  an  audacious  fpirit  of  profanenefs 
and  wickednefs  will  continue  to  prevail  in  the 
lower  clafs  of  the  people  in  London. 

lyfy,  March  i8.  Debtors  - - < 140 

Felons,  &c.  - 350 

1788,  Aug.  26,  Debtors  - - 114 

Felons,  - - 499- 

Men  debtors  96,  Women  12  ; County  Court 
debtors,  5 ; Excife  debtor  i ; Capital  conviEiSy  lO 
men  and  one  woman;  capital  convifts  refpited, 
63  men  and  19  women;  tranfports,  183  men  and 
103  women;  fines,  40  men  and  4 women;  for 
trial,  57  men  and  19  women. 

Oftober  ifl  the  prifoners  were  as  numerous  as 
at  my  former  vifits. 

* In  all  prifons  where  great  numbers  are  ferved  with  bread, 
if  it  may  not  be  expedled  that  every  fingle  loaf  fhould  be 
weighed,  yet  they  might  be  weighed  by  tens  or  twenties.  To 
every  ward  here,  and  at  both  the  Compters,  thefe  is  an  orderly 
prifoner  called  a nvar^/tnan,  who  Ihould  wafli,  fweep  and  keep 
his  ward  frefh  and  clean,  and  who  had  for  many  years  a double 
allowance  of  bread,  till  a late  fheriff.  Sir  Robert  'Taylor , took 
it  off.  I wifli  this  fmall  encouragement  to  cleanlinefs  had  been 
continued. 

B 2 
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The  fleet. 

wuhftanding  the  late  Aa  which  prohibits  keepers 

from  felling  liquors,  or  having  any  interell  or  ' 
concern  therein  *,  ^ 

In  the  Houfe.  In  the  Rules. 


1787,  April  2,  Debtors  121, 

1788,  061.  6y  - — _ 132, 


— 74. 

— ■ 80.  viz. 

Men  within  the  walls  125  ^ women  7.  Men  in 
the  rules  79  j women  i. 


NEW  LUDGATE. 

Here  are  feveral  improvements.  Four  fire- 
places are  added  ; plenty  of  water  by  two  pipes 
one  on  each  main.  Prifon  clean  and  quiet.  The 
Lord  Mayor  fends  three  chaldrons  of  coals,  and 
the  Sheriffs  two  as  ufual.  Keeper  now  has  no 
licence.  In  the  large  work-room  I always  found 
either  chair-makers,  bafket-makers,  or  coopers 
at  work.  It  would  be  more  convenient  if  the 
court  were  paved  with  flat  Hones,  and  the  wafte 
water  condufited  through  the  offenfive  vault. 
On  converfing  with  the  keeper,  who  is  fecretary 
to  Mr.  Ak&rman^  he  obferved  to  me,  " now  tri- 
yoiien  keep  taps.”  ^ 

1787,  Nov.  6.  Debtors  24. 

* 24th  of  Geo.  III.  Cap,  lxv  Seft.  zz. 

POULTRY 
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POULTRY  COMPTER. 

Clean,  and  white-walhed  in  1787.  Some 
Cafements  are  wanted  : in  the  prince’s  ward  there 
are  none.  Criminals  of  both  fexes  are  together 
in  one  fmall  day-room.  Vifiters,  by  the  falfe  le- 
nity of  the  Sheriffs,  are  admitted  from  morning 
to  night ; and  perfons  are  always  ready  at  the  gate 
to  ferve  the  prifoners  with  beer.*  Allowance  to 
felons,  ^ in  bread  (weight  in  1787,  17  oz.)  to 
debtors*  a penny  loaf  (weight  in  1788,  11  oz.) 
Thefe  have  from  the  flieriffs  meat  and  coals, 
weekly.  Surgeon  now  Mr.  Jones,  Keeper’s 
falary  £'150  in  lieu'of  the  tap. 

1787,  March  19,  Debtors  37.  Felons,  &c.  27. 

1788,  Aug.  26,  Debt.  M.  Side  6.  Q.  Side,  Men  26,  Worn.  4. 

Fel.  &c.  18.  For  Examination  5. 

Oft.  3,  Debt.  M.  Side  7.  C.  ^ide.  Men  25,  Worn.  3. 

Fel.  &c.  7.  For  Examination 2. 

WOOD-STREET  COMPTER. 

No  alteration.  This  ruinous  prifon  not  white- 
waflied.  Prifoners  here  are  not  reftrained  in  the 

* One  advantage  that  was  expefted  from  the  abolition  of  the 
tap  in  gaols,  was  preventing  the  comrades  of  criminals  from 
alTociating  with  them,  which  gave  an  opportunity  of  plotting 
further  mifehief,  and  tended  to  fupprefs  impeachments,  through 
the  falfe  hopes  with  which  their  companions  encouraged  them  be- 
fore their  trials ; but,  by  the  unreftrained  vifits  of  their  friends, 
and  the  permiflion  of  beer,  wine,  &c.  to  be  brought  to  them 
from  certain  public  houfes,  this  intended  advantage  is  in  a great 
raeafure  fruftrated. 

B 3 purchafe 
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purchafe  of  liquors.  Mr.  Sheriff  Bhxam  has  late- 
ly  releaf^ed  fixteen  debtors  with  money  given  bv 
the  pubhc  There  were  no  fick  pr^lners  in 
euher  of  the  Compters.t  Allowance  to  felons 
in  bread  weight  in  1788,  ilb.  Keeper’s 
a ary  ^225  in  leu  of  the  tap. — A new  comptef 
IS  now  building.  ^ 


1787,  March  19,  Debtors  51.  Felons,  &c.  32. 

1788,  Aug.  26,  Debt.  M.  Side,  Men  17,  Worn.  5.  C.  Side  16. 
Fel.  &c.  19.  For  Examination  n. 

Oa.  I,  Debt.  M.  Side,  Men  13,  Worn.  5.  C.  Side  26. 
Fel.  &c.  lo.  For  Examination  38. 


bridewell. 

No  alteration  but  the  ventilator  taken  down. 
Each  lex  has  a work-room  and  a night-room. 

hey  Be  in  boxes,  with  a little  ftraw,  on  the 
floors. , The  prifon  not  being  ftrong,  the  men 
were  in  irons.  Some  were  picking  oakum,  and 
others  were  making  ropes,  which  is  a new  and 
propter  employment.  Mr.  Hardwick,  a hemp-  , 
drenei,  has  their  labour,  and  a falary  of  twenty 
guineas  a year. — Allowance  a penny  loaf  each, 
and  four  days  in  the  week  ten  ounces  of  beef 


t The  pnjbns  of  late  years  are  vlllted  by  the  flieriffs,  and 
they  are  much  more  healthy  places  of  abode  than  they  were 
onner  y.  The  debtors,  by  the  liberal  contribution  of  the 
Ihmfts  and  others,  live  in  the  compter  better  than  many 
dujlriotis  tradefmen  ; but  there  is  little  attention  to  the  fepara- 
uon  of  pnfoners,  or  their  morals. 


without 
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svithoiit  bone,  &c.  The  allov/ance,  for  perfons 
conftantly  employed,  is  not  too  much ; but 
would  it  not  be  better  if  they  had  lefs  meat,  and 
more  bread?  The  prifon  wants  white-wafhing, 
and  the  men’s  night-room  more  light  and  air. 
At  my  firft  vifit  two  were  in  the  infirmary ; at 
ray  laft,  only  one. 

1787,  Nov.  Men  26.  Women  25. 

1788,  Sept.  13,  --  19.  — 10. 

/ 

% 

There  are  t/e^^ji^rejil^er^folitarycellsfor  the  bride- 
well boys,  in  which  one  was  confined,  and  em- 
ployed in  beating  hemp. 

Vagrants  and  others  committed  to  this  prifon. 

In  1783,  Prifoners  1597.  In  1785,  Prifoners6i2 
1784, 2956.  1786,  — - 716 

N.  B. ' The  numbers  are  from  the  accounts 
made  up  every  Eafter. 


NEW  PRISON  CLERKENWELL. 

No  alteration  but  the  keeper’s  houfe  improved 
by  the  late  tap-houfe  being  laid  to  it ; flill  how-  ' 
ever  he  has  no  view  of  the  courts,  nor  of  any 

perfon  coming  into  the  prifon. 'The  prifon- 

rooms  clean;  the  wardfmen  having,  very  properly, 
a double  allowance  of  bread.  No  fick  ward  for 
women ; no  bedding.  The  bath  never  ufed  : no 
water  in  that  pump  for  two  years.  Chapel  badly 
contrived;  not  white-waflicd.  Men  and  women 
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pound  of  bread  a da^ 

£ 50;  but  if  his  perquifites  and  ft  do  "Z 
amount  to  /^2;:o  moi  lecs  uo  not 

make  up  the  dehciency.’  Prifonlrs  “I 

for  their  fees,  and  foi:;  pawtheT  ftanty  doTh" 
ing  to  obtain  a difcharge.— — -Mrs  W?U  ^ 
tiniies  >if>r  i,  rL  fvirs.  yvildman  con- 

mues  her  late  hufband’s  weekly  benefaaion 
this  prifon,  and  the  bridewell.  ^ to 


1787,  March  21, 

1788,  Aug.  28, 


Men 

Women 


56 

24 


Men  Felons  committed  27 
Women  ditto  _ ' 

Fines  _ - 8 

For  examination  iq 
Mifdemeanors,  See.  100 


Total  167 

Of  thefe  ten  only  were  mafter’s-fide  prifoners 
that  IS,  prifoners  who  can  pay  for  a bed  three 
millings  and  fixpence  a week, 

\ 


CLERKENWELL  BRIDEWELL. 


No  alteration.  The  prifon  quite  clean:  the 
rooms  wafted  every  day.  The  prifoners  on  both 
iides  miferable  objeas  ; very  dirty;  fome  almoft 
naked;  all  without  employment:  no  fort  of  bed- 
ding allowed  by  the  county:*  feveral  women  in 


in  ou^  cSbnl?  little  attention  is  ftillpald 


the 
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the  lick  ward. — Allowance,  one  pound  of  bread 
a day;  and  to  the  fines  an  additional  pennyworth 
of  bread  and  a pennyworth  of  cheefe.  Keeper’s 
falary/'50,  to  be  made  up /'300  by  perquifites 
and  fees  at  the  new  prifon.t 

The  foundation  is  laid  for  a new  houfe  of  correc- 
tion, in  a much  better  fituation.  When  the  pri- 
foners  are  removed,  the  adjoining  prifon  may  be 
greatly  improved,  for  the  proper  feparation  of 
prifoners,  an  infirmary,  chapel,  &c. 

1787,  March  21,  Men  66,  Women  77. 

1788,  Augufl;  28,  Men  114,  Women  123. 

Of  the  men  in  1788,  3 were  Court  of  Confciencc 
Debtors,  and  23  Fines.  Of  the  women  i c were 
Fines. 


WHITECHAPEL  PRISON. 

^ 1 he  keeper’s  houfe  fitted  up  and  the  court  lat- 
ticed over.  Keeper,  a fheriff’s  officer  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  in  1788  had  two  county 
prifoners  in  cuftody. 

1787,  April  4,  Debtors  2. 

1788,  Sept.  15,  Debtors  none. 

t If  niagiftrates  think  that  ,6300  is  a proper  falary  for  their 
keeper,  would  it  not  be  more  generous  to  allow  it,  than 
to  oblige  many  half  naked,  and  almoft  ftarved  objefts,  to 

part  with  their  fcanty  clothing,  or  continue  in  confine- 
ment ? 

TOWER 
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' TOWER  HAMLET’S  GAOL; 

No  alteration.  The  rooms  dirty,  and  thg  prl- 
fon  for  fome  years  going  to  ruin. 

1787,  April  4,  Two  prifoners. 

1788,  Aug.  20,  One  Prifoner. 


St.  CATHARINE’S  GAOL. 

1787,  April  4,  It  was  let  for  a warehoufe. 

THE  SAVOY. 

A great  part  of  this  prifon  having  been  burnt 
laft  February,  the  prifoners  at  night  are  now 
crowded  into  two  rooms.  The  prifon  very 
dirty : not  white-wafhed  thefe  two  years.  Some 
of  the  prifoners  almoft  naked  ; without  fhirts^ 
Hioes  or  ftockings.  Several  prifoners  died  laft 
fpring,  and  probably  many  more  will  \ die  the 
fpring  enfuing,  if  greater  attention  be  not  paid 
to  them.  Here  were  fix  of  the  guards  in  a clofe 
offenfive  room  (the  black  hole)  in  which  they  are 
confined  on  bread  and  water  twenty-four  or 
forty-eight  hours,  for  drunkennefs,  negleO:  of 
duty,  &c. 

1788,  Sept.  13,  Deferters  45. 


WEST- 


/ 
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N 


WESTMINSTER  PRISON. 

This  prifon,  adjoining  to  the  bridewell  in 
Tothill-fields,  the  property  of  the  dean  and 
chapter,  was  erefted  in  1779,  the  gate-houfe 
was  taken  down,  and  is  now  ufed  in  aid  of  the 
Savoy.  It  confifts  of  four  rooms,  nineteen  feet 
nine  inches  fquare,  one  of  which  is  for  the  con- 
finement of  the  refrattory,  in  which  there  were 
two  prifoners.  The  other  three  are  lodging- 
rooms,  very  dirty,  and  the  prifoners  have  neither 
bedding  nor  ftraw.  Many  were  ahnoft  naked, 
and  had  no  fhoes,  ftockings  or  fhirts.  Several 
deferters  had  been  confined  from  fifteen  to  feven- 
teen  months.  Some  were  in  heavy  irons  for  at- 
tempting to  break  out.  Many  of  them  were 
fickly,  and  objefts  of  compaffion.  Allowance 
four-pence  a day  each,  for  which  they  are  fup- 
plied  with  provifions.  The  ftoppage  of  the  two- 
pence of  their  pay,  while  they  lie  on  the  bare 
boards,  is  very  fevere. 

1788,  Sept.  17,  Deferters  94. 


tothill  fields  bridewell. 

^ No  alteration  in  this  prifon.  The  men  alTo- 
ciating  together  in  one  part,  and  the  women  in 
another;  all  without  employment,  except  three  or 
four  debtors  who  were  fhoe-makers.  At  night,  / 
fome  men  come  to  a room  in  the  women’s  court, 
and  fome  women  go  to  a room  on  the  men’s  fide,* 

which 


r 
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which  is  called  the  chapel,  from  the  ufe  made  of 
it  by  the  late  worthy  keeper.  Several  prifoners 
were  drinking  in  a room  ufed  by  the  turnkey  for 
his  fliop.  Here  is  alfo  a room  for  the  depofit  of 
bonnets  and  other  articles  of  clothing,  which  may 
be  a fufficient  fecurity  for  the  keeper’s  fees  ; one 
woman,  however,  I turned  out,  who  had  remained 
four  days  after  the  expiration  of  her  term,  and 
had  no  fhare  in  the  property  contained  in  this 
room.  Ln  fome  county  gaols  the  falaries  to  the 
gaolers  are  in  lieu  of  all  fees;  whereby  the  hard- 
lliip  of  forcing  poor  creatures  to  part  with  fome 
of  their  fcanty  clothing,  in  order  to  purchafc 
their  difcharge,  is  prevented.  No  bedding  here, 
which  is  the  cafe  in  all  the  London  prifons,  ex- 
cept that  in  the  city  called  bridewell,  where  they 
have  a little  loofe  ftraw,  and  beds  for  the  few  who 
can  pay  a high  price  for  them.  Surgeon  Mr. 
Hanbury.  Salary  £'30.  No  infirmary.* 

1787,  March  23,  Court  of  Confcience  Debtors  i 


Criminals,  Men,  7^ 

Women  5^ 

1788,  Auguft  30,  Court  of  Confcience  Yithiors  3 

-Criminals,  Men  57 

Women  _ _ 78 


• In  converfation  with  the  keeper,  he  obferved,  that  a pri- 
foner’s  term  of  confinement  ends  at  midnight. — It  would  be 
much  better  if  prifoners  were  releafed  after  receiving  their  bread 
allowance,  and  not  in  the  evening ; for  many,  having  neither 
money  nor  fnends,  are  immediately  expofed  to  the  temptation 
of  repeating  their  former  crimes. 


THE 
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THE  KING’S  BENCH  PRISON. 


No  alteration.  Liquors  fold  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  before  the  aft  of  24th  of  Geo.  III.  I was 
pleaftd  to  fee  in  the  lobby  an  order  painted  on  a 
board,  that  no.  dogs  fliould  go  into  this  prifon. 


1787,  April  2, 

1788,  oa.  9, 


In  the  Houfe.  In  the  Rides. 
Debtors  370  — 60. 

- - 340  — 104.  viz. 


Men  within  die  walls  about  320 ; Women  about 

20.  Men  within  the  Rules  about  95;  Women 
a^bout  9. 


marshalsea  prison. 

No  alteration  in  this  ruinous  prifon.  Idie  pre- 
mifes  belong  to  four  landlords,  and  Mrs.  Marfon, 
die  widow  of  the  late  deputy  marftal,  has  them 
a long  leafe,  at  ^loi  rent.  She  lets  fome 
mall  rooms  to  the  prifoners  at  gj.  a week,  and 
other  rooms  to  perlons  who  are  not  prifoners- 

are  roTd^f  turnkey;  and  fpirituousliquors 
are  fold  as  common  as  beer.  Within  the  prifon 

IS  an  alehoufe  (or  tap)  where  there  are  freVent 
fcenes  of  riot  and  debauchery.*  ^ 

tha*  ftvTraTnrifo^’  « the  marfhal’s  fubflitute 

tnat  leveral  prifoners  were  dnnking,  he  replied  « u • 

J787. 
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1787,  April  2,  Debtors  2/5.  Admiralty  Prifoners  c? 

1788,  Aug.  28,  - 36*  - _ 1 

BOROUGH  COMPTER. 

A new  gaol  on  a bad  plan.  Staircafes  narrow: 
paffages  dark  and  only  three  feet  wide ; the 
wards  of  the  men  and  women  debtors  join,  fo  that 
the  prifoners  affodate  together.  The  whole  pri- 
fon  very  dirty ; not  white-wafiied  fince  occupied 
at  Michaelmas  1787.  Sewers  not  offenfive,  the 
tide  ebbing  and  flowing  through  them.  Garnifh 
(25.  lod.)  not  abolifhed.  Allowance  a penny 
loaf  a day  (weight  in  1788,  10^  oz.)  Eleanor 
Gwinn’s  charity,  of  fixty-five  loaves  every  eight 
weeks,  continued  regularly.  Keeper,  a fheriff’s 
officer  for  Surrey;  no  [alary. — Anew  table  of 
fees  hung  on  the  gate  ; but  as  it  feemed  to  be 
written  by  the  keeper,  and  was  not  figned  by  any 
magiftrate,  I do  not  copy  it. 

1787,  April  2,  6 Debtors. 

1788,  Aug.  28,  II  Court  of  Gonfdence  Debtors. 

• 1 

The  two  other  [rifons  in  Southwark  belong  to  the 
County  of  Surrey. 


* One  of  the  common-fide  debtors  was  an  old  man,  whofe 
original  debt  was  ,^10:4:0  to  a cow-keeper  at  Marybone,  who 
has  regularly  paid  him  the  allowance  of  2s.  a week  ever  fince 
January,  1784. 


JJhall 
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1 Jhall  now  give  a hriej  Account  of  Hospitals 
for  the  SICK  in  this  great  Metropolis,  with  fuch 
Remarks  as  fuggefed  themfelves  to  me  in  a late  vifit 
to  them. 

The  London  Hospital  in  Whitechapel 

Road. 

This  fpacious  building  is  for  the  reception  and 
relief  of  fick  and  wounded  feamen,  &c.  It  con- 
fifts  of  eighteen  wards;  but  now  feven  only  are 
occupied;  fome  having  been  fhut  up  two  or  three 
years.  The  wards  in  general  are  twenty  feet 
■wide,  and  twelve  high,  and  each  contains  about 
eighteen  beds,  which  have  no  tellers.  Over  the 
doors  were  fquare  apertures.  The  paffages, 
which  are  eight  feet  wide,  are  dark.  There  are 
no  cifterns  for  water:  the  vaults  are  often  offen- 
five.  In  this,  and  our  other  hofpitals,  medical 
and  chirurgical  patients  are  together.  Here  the 
middle  floor  is  occupied  by  the  women,  and  the 
lower  and  upper  floors  by  the  men.  Would  it 
not  be  better  if  the  men  were  on  one  fide  of  the 
houfe,  and  the  women  on  the  other  ? I could 
wifli  that  there  were  two  wards  appropriated  to 
Jew  patients,  as  they  mufl;  almoft  ftarve,  on  their 
fcanty  allowance  of  bread  and  beer,  with  only 
two-pence  halfpenny  a day.  Perhaps  a proper 
attention  to  them  might  be  repaid  by  fubferiptions 
from  the  opulent  of  their  own  profeflion.  In  a 
dirty  room  in  the  cellar  there  is  a cold  and  a hot 
bath,  which  feem  to  be  feldom  iifed.  The  wards 

■virere 
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were  not  dirty,  but  the  houfe  h"as  not  been  white-» 
wafhed  for  fome  years;  nor  has  it,  widiin  or 
without,  the  appearance  of  neatnefs.  Patients 
are  generoufly  admitted  without  any  fee  or  re- 
ward to  nurfes,  &c.  nor  is  any  fecuri'ty  required 
for  the  expenfe  of  burial  or  removal;  but  for 
parifh  poor  and  foldiers,  four-pence  per  day  muft 
be  paid  for  their  fubfillence.  All  accidents^ 
whether  recommended  or  not,  are  received  at 
any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Here  -is  a large 
chapel,  in  which  divine  fervice  is  performed  twice 
every  Sunday ; and  prayers  are  read  three  days 
in  the  week. 


The  patients’  diet  I difapprove  of;  as  their 
common  diet  is  8 oz.  of  meat  eve7j  day  for  dinner ; 
and  for  fupper,  broth  fix  days  in  the  week.  No 
vegetables^  and  only  1 2 oz.  of  bread  a day.  The 
middle  diet  is  4 oz.  of  meat  every  day  for  dinner ; 
and  for  fupper,  a pint  of  broth  or  panado.  No 
vegetables^  and  only  8oz.  of  bread.  The  break- 
fall  for  every  day,  of  thofe  patients  that  are  on 
common  diet,  is  one  pint  of  milk  pottage  or  water- 
gruel.  Thofe  on  the  middle  diet,  one  pint  of 
panado  or  water-gruel.  The  drink  of  the  former 
is  three  pints  of  beer  in  fummer,  and  one  quart 
in  winter.  Of  the  latter  one  pint  of  beer  every 
day. 


Sept.  15th,  1788,  Patients  120. 

By  a letter  lately  received,  I am  informed  that 
the  committee  are  exerting  themfelves,  and  mak- 
ing fcveral  improvements  in  this  hofpital. 

St. 


I 


( i7  ) 


St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  in 
Smithfi  eld. 

The  wards  of  this  hofpital,  which  are  three 
fides  of  a fpacious  quadrangle,  are  on  the  ground 
floor  and  three  ftories  above*  The  wards,  being 
double,  have  not  the  advantage  of  oppofite  win- 
dows ; but  they  were  clean  and  not  offenfive, 
except  the  men’s  four  foul  wards,  which  are  on 
the  uppermoft  ftory,  and  had  not  one  window 
open.  The  two  foul  wards  for  women  were  clean 
and  frefli.  The  wards  are  lofty,  twenty-two  feet 
wide,  and  in  each  were  Pibout  fifteen  beds.  The 
bedheads  are  wood,  and  their  teflers,  though 
lofty,  are  a harbour  for  dull  and  lumber.  The 
beds  were  not  crowded,  and  the  wards  were 
quiet.  The  ftaircafes  are  wide;  the  landing 
places  fpacious;  and  the  windows  were  open. 
The  diet  of  the  patients  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  London  hofpital,  except  on  Thurfdays,  when 
inftead  of  8 oz.  of  meat  they  have  402.  of  cheefe 
and  2 oz.-  of  butter  ; and  every  day  a pint  of  milk 
pottage,  but  on  Thurfday  a pint  and,  a half ; and 
every  day  three  pints  of  beer.  The  allowance  of 
bread  is  too  [mall.  Here  is  a large  cold  bath,  and 
a room  adjoining  for  a warm  bath.  To  each 
ward  there  is  a filler  and  a nurfe ; the  former  has 
a room  adjoining,  but  no  window  into  her  ward. 
Fees  are  taken  for  the  admilTion  of  patients:  for 
clean  patients  25.  viz.  is.  for  the  filter,  Qd.  to 
the  nurfe,  6d.  to  the  beadle;  for  foul  patients 
/ji  : 5 : 8,  viz.  5 s.  for  flannels,  i8s.  8d.  for  two 
months  fubullence  at  4^d.  ^er  day;  2s.  ward 

C ducs« 
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clues.  Every  patient  muft  depofit  i^s.  6 d.  for  a 
burial  fee,  or  a houfe-keeper  give  fecurity:  ex- 
cept in  cafe  of  fudden  accidents.  Sept,  iqth, 
1788,  Patients  428.* 


* Adjoining  to  Bartholomew’s-  Hofpital  is  Chrifl’s  Hofpital, 
which  being  the  greateft  charitable  inftitution  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  education  of  children,  I fliall  give  a fhort  account  of  it. 
Here  are  now  only  boys,  the  girls  being  removed  to  Hertford. 
Near  a thoufand  children  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  noble  infti- 
tution. 

In  Odtober,  1788,  there  were  in'! 

the  Mathematical  School  j 44 
Grammar  School 
Under  Grammar  School  148 
Writing  School  207 

Reading  School  ^6 

At  Hertford,  Boys  353 
- - - Girls  53 

^otal  530 


The  mathematical,  and  fome  other  fchool-rooms,  arc  loftjr 
and  good  ; and  the  dining-room  is  large,  in  which  the  children 
meet  three  times  a day.  The  beds  are  improperly  clofe  to  the 
wall,  and  have  wooden  tellers.  The  boys  lie  two  in  a bed,  and 
the  beds  have  clean  linen  once  a month.  The  kitchen  has  a 
cupola,  and  is  the  freflieft  and  beft  kitchen  for  an  hofpital  I have 
ever  feen.  The  ftairCafes,  fchool-rooms  and  dormitories  fhould 
be  lime-whited  every  year : great  attention  is  paid  to  the  clean-* 
linefs  of  the  boys : they  are  waihed  morning  and  evening,  and 
•have  clean  linen  twice  a week. 

No  children  are  admitted  under  the  age  of  feven.  The  girls 
are  difcharged  at  fourteen,  and  the  boys  at  fifteen,  except  the 
mathematical  boys  and  thofe  intended  for  the  univerfity. 

The  boys  have  coats  once  a year : breeches  twice ; fhoes 
and  ftockings  every  quarter : caps  and  girdles  yearly  j and 
bands  four  times  a year. 

At 
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The  Middlesex  Hospital  in  Marybone. 

This  hofpital,  built  in  1755,  and  fupported  by 
voluntary  contribution,  confifts  of  fixteen  wards, 
of  which  only  four  are  occupied,  the  funds  being 
very  low.  The  rooms  are  clofe  and  dirty,  ex- 
cept 

At  every  meal,  the  mafter  who  prefides  having  ftruck  three 
times  with  a hammer  for  lilence,  a boy  in  the  delk,  with  an 
audible  voice,  afks  a blefling  and  returns  thanks. 


An  augmentation  of  one-fifth  has  lately  been  made  to  the 
bread  allowance.  They  have  now  daily  for  breakfaft  half 
a fmall  loaf ; the  fame  quantity  for  dinner,  and  alfo  for  fup- 
per,  with  a fmall  quantity  of  either  butter  or  cheefe.  The 
loaves  are  about  the  fize  of  threehalfpenny  loaves,  and  re- 
markably good.  They  have  for  dinner  on 


Sunday, 

Monday, 

^ue/day, 

Wednefday, 

Thurfday, 

Friday, 

Saturday, 


Beef  boiled,  with  broth. 

Milk  pottage,  with  bread  and  butter. 
Mutton  roafted. 

Millet,  or  rice  milk,  with  bread. 

Beef  boiled,  with  broth. 

Boded  mutton,  with  broth. 

Peafe  porridge,  with  bread  and  butter. 


On  particular  days,  the  gift  of  benefaftors,  veal  roafted, 
beef  roafted,  pork  roafted,  and  pork  boiled.  Of  meat,  each 
child  has  about  four  ounces.  I made  a remark  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  blue-coat  fchool  boys  in  Dublin  being  accuftomed 
to  fo  much  animal  food,  without  potatoes  or  any  kind  of 
vegetables  : I muft  make  the  fame  here,  and  efpecially  as  I am 
now  perfuaded  that  that  fchool  and  feveral  others  copy  after  this 
excellent  charity.  On  this  fubjedt  many  authors  might  be 
quoted  ; but  I fhall  only  mention  Dr.  Macbride,  who,  in  his 
E.xperi?nental  EJ/ays,  fhews,  “ that  a property  common  to  all 

C z ‘‘  frejh 
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cept  one  called  the  founder’^.  The  bedfteads 
and  wooden  tellers  are  old  : the  houfe  wants 
white-wafliing,  and  the  whole  has  an  air  of  po- 
verty : yet  an  order  is  hung  up,  that  no  fervant 

“ frejh  vegetables  is,  that  when  mixed  with  any  animal  fub- 
‘‘  ftance,  and  placed  in  the  proper  degree  of  heat,  they  pfe- 
. “ fently  run  into  fermesitation,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fer- 
mentation, throw  off  a fubtile  vapour,  or  fpirit,  of  furpriling 
adlivity,  endued  with  a power  of  rejloring  fvjeetnefs  lo  putrid 
“ animal  fluids.”  And  the  Dodlor  » lays  it  down  as  a pofi- 
“ tion  not  eafily  to  be  controverted,  that  the  genuine  putrid 
“■  feurvy  has  never  been  known  to  yield  to  any  other  medicines 
than  to  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  frejh  vegetables  ; and  pro- 
vided they  he  frejh,  and  of  fuch  a nature  as  will  allow  them 
to  be  taken  freely,  it  is  almoft  no  matter  what  they  are. 
“ The  acid,  the  fweet,  and  the  bitter,  all  of  them  cure  the 
feurvy  Sir  John  Fringle  aferibes,  and  with  great  julHce, 
to  the  frequent  ufe  oifrejh  vegetables  and  fugar,  which  now 
“ make  up  fo  great  a part  of  the  diet  of  the  European  nations, 
that  we  at  this  day  fo  feldom  hear  of  the  dreadful  putrid 
“ difeafes  which  formerly  fwept  off  fuch  multitudes,  every 
“ thirty  or  forty  years,  and  generally  went  under  the  name  of 
plagues.” 

Here  is  a clean  and  feparate  court,  with  wards  for  the  fick. 
One  only  of  thefe  was  occupied,  in  which  were  five  children. 

I was  informed  that  only  two  died  laft  year. 

The  charges  and  orders  for  the  feveral  officers  of  this  hof- 
pital  are  publifhed,  and  given  to  the  got^ernors : and  with  plea- 
fure  I confirm  the  remark  of  my  worthy  friend  the  late  Dr. 
Fothergill,  “ that  in  this,  which  is  one  of  the  largefl;  public 
“ fchools  for  the  education  of  children  in  this  kingdom,  and 
“ in  the  center  of  the  city  of  London,  and  where  people  of  all 
ranks  and  orders  are  perpetually  paffing  and  repaffing  ; fuch 
“ is  the  due  fubor dination  that  is  impref  'ed  upon  them  by  their 
“ J'uperiors,  that  one  fees  amongft  them,  while  at  play  in  the 
“ public  courts  of  the  fchool,  much  lefs  rudenefs  and  difor- 
“ derly  condudl  than  might  have  been  expefted  even  from  a 
“ more  confined  courfe  of  education.” 
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fliall  take  any  fee,  gratuity  or  reward. — In  the 
printed  laws  and  orders^  I am  forry  to  find  the 
following  one.  “ That  all  drugs,  medicines,  ma- 
“ terials  and  necefiaries  be  bought  from  perfons, 
“ who  will  furnifh  them  at  the  cheapeft  rate,  and 
that  the  preference  be  given  to  tradefmen  who 
are JuhJcnbers.”  Sept.  i6th,  1788,  Patients  70. 

1 

St.  Th  OMAs’s  Hospital  in  Southwark, 

Some  of  the  wards  in  this  hofpital  are  only 
eighteen  feet  wide : the  bedfteads  are  iron,  and 
very  properly  detached  from  the  walls:  there  are 
no  tellers,  but  femicircular  irons  for  the  curtains 
in  winter.  The  wards  were  frelh  and  clean,  ex- 
cept the  three  foul  wards,  in  which  were  fifty- 
three  men  and  twenty-l’even  women  : thefe  were 
very  olfenfive  and  had  not  a window  open. 
There  were  no  water  clofets.  The  bread  was  ex- 
cellent. 


The  Diet  Table  was  as  follow's^ : 


Breakjaf. 

Dinner. 


Snpper. 


FULL  DIET. 


Milk  porridge  four  days,  water  gruel 
three  days. 

Three  days  half  a pound  boiled  mut- 
ton,  and  two  days  beel ; the  other 
two  days  4 oz.  butter,  or  6 oz.  cheefe. 

Broth  one  pint,  on  meat  days  bread 
fourteen  ounces;  beer  (^ne  quart 
in  winter,  and  three  pints  in  fum- 
mer. 


C 
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MIDDLE  OR  LOW  D I E 

Brcaljajl^  Milk  porridge  four  days,  water  gruel 
three  days. 

Dinner.  Six  ounces  of  mutton  or  veal  five 
days,  the  other  two  days  as  above, 
viz.  cheefe  or  butter. 

Supper.  Milk  porridge  four  days,  water  gruel 
three  days.  Bread  igoz.  beer  one 
quart. 

MILK  DIET. 

Breakjafl.  Milk  porridge  four  days,  water  gruel 
three  days. 

Dinner.  One  pint  rice  milk,  or  8oz.  of  pudding 
(if  poflible)  three  days. 

Supper.  Milk  porridge  four  days,  water  gruel 
three  days.  Drink  one  part  milk 
and  two  water;  a quart  in  winter, 
three  pints  in  fummer.  Bread  1 2 oz, 

DRY  DIET. 

Bxeakfajl.  Two  ounces  cheefe,  or  2 oz.  butter. 

Dinner.  The  fame  as  the  full  diet,  till  it  can 
be  determined  about  pudding. 

Supper.  Two  ounces  cheefe,  or  2 0Z.  butter. 

Five  fea  bifeuits,  or  bread  i4ez. 
Beer  one  quart  a day. 

feverdiet. 

Barley  wfater,  water  gruel,  panado,  thin  broth, 
milk  porridge,  rice  gruel,  balm  or  fage  tea, 
when  ordered.” 

The 


r 
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The  rules  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  duty  of  the 
nurfes  and  patients  were  hung  up. 

1 copy  a good  order  at  this  hojpital. 

“ XII.  That  if  any  furgeon  have  any  confi- 
derable  or  extraordinary  operation  to  perform, 
he  fliall  give  notice  of  the  time  of  his  doing 
“ the  fame  to  the  other  furgeons,  that  they  may 
“ be  prefent.”  But  I fearched  in  vain  to  find 
(what  I have  often  wiflied  were  a Handing  order 
in  all  hofpitals)  that  no  amputation  fcould  ever 
take  place  till  after  a confultation  of  three  medi- 
cal gentlemen,  who  fhall  be  of  unanimous  opi- 
nion that  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  that  there 
is  no  probability  of  effefting  a cure  without  the 
ufe  of  the  knife  and  faw.* 

Every  clean  patient  pays  a Fee  of  ^s.  6d.  at 
admiffion,  and  a foul  or  venereal  patient  pays 
105.  6d.  befides4c?.  a day;  and  all  pay  the  nurfes 
for  wafhing  their  linen.  A furety  engages  to 
fupply  the  patient  with  clean  body  linen  every 
week,  and  pay  the  fees  for  his  burial  to  the  ftew- 
ard  of  the  hofpital.  I am  forry  to  find  fuch  great 
quantities  of  beer  brought  from  public  houfes 
into  this  and  other  hofpitals.  Here  and  at  Guy’s, 

* In  a county  hofpital,  I have  known  one  of  the  moft  excru- 
ciating of  all  chirurgical  operations  prevented,  by  the  fpirited 
exertions  of  the  good  old  houfe  apothecary : and  the  patient  by  his 
attention  and  care  was  cured.  And  even  in  the  experience  of 
a private  country  gentleman,  among  the  furrounding  poor,  feme 
inftances  have  occurred,  in  which  reji,  regimen,  and  cooling 
phyfic  have  fanjed  limbs,  which  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  were 
decidedly  of  opinion,  muft  be  amputated. 

C4 
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the  patients  eafily  get  out,  there  being  no  proper 
^tentton  to  the  gates,  Co  that  the  adjoining  gf„! 
ft  ops  often  prevent  the  efficacy  of  medicine  Ind 
diet.  Sept.  17th,  1788,  Patients  440. 


Guy’s  Hospital  in  Southwark. 

This  hofjpital  was  founded  and  endowed  at  the 
foie  expenfe  of  T/imas  a private  citizen  of 
L ndon,  and  ere^ed  during  his  lifetime.  The 
ardsin  this  hofpital  are  in  general  too  low:  the 
height  of  fome  is  only  nine  feet  and  a half.  In 
federal  of  the  old  wards  (each  containing  about 
thirty  beds)  the  beds  and  tefters  are  wood,  and 
m efted  with  bugs.  In  the  new  wards,  which 
vere  clean  and  freft,*  are  iron  bedfteads  and  hair 
beds;  and  each  patient  has  a box  which  Aides 
under  the  bedAead,  and  makes  a feat  when  drawn 
out.  The  window  at  the  upper  end  of  each  of 
ele  wards  opens  from  the  cieling  to  the  Aoor;t 

^ ventilators  in  the  cielinss 

which  communicate  with  the  chimneys  of  the 
wards  over  them,  and  by  means  of  the  common 
fires  draw  off  the  foul  air.  The  water  clofets  in 
the  new  wards  are  on  the  bejl  conffruaion,  and  not 

* The  follmving  order  is  in  the  rules  of  this  hofpital,  « that 
If  any  patient  be  found  fmoking  tobacco  in  bed,  or  in  the  ward, 
they  are  to  be  difcharged.” 

. falhes  are  hung  on  pivots,  which  are  on  each  fide  the 

window : they  are  in  feveral  divifions,  and  lap  upon  each  other : 
when  they  arefet  open  to  their  greateft  extent,  they  form  horizon- 
tal planes,  at  right  angles  with  thefalh  frames,  and  admit  air 
equal  to  the  whole  opening  of  the  window,  excepting  the  fub- 
Itance  of  the  frames. 
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in  the  lead  offenfive-,  for  by  opening  the  door, 
water  is  turned  into  them.*  Here  is  a good 
contrivance  for  cafily  opening  the  upper  faflies, 
which  in  other  hofpitals,  being  lofty  and  heavy, 
are  opened  with  difficulty.  The  medicines  are 
principally  prepared  under  the  care  of  an  ingeni- 
ous gentleman,  who  has  been  furniflied  with  a 
laboratory  and  mills,  that  they  may  be  certain  of 
having  their  drugs  free  from  adulterafon.  The 
patients’ box  and  medicine-tray,  are  numbered; 
this  prevents  confufion,  and  confequently  mif- 
takes  which  may  be  fometimes  fatal,  through  the 
ignorance  or  careleffnefs  of  nurfes.  Here,  are 
excellent  baths,  in  clean  and  neat  rooms.  The 
alterations  in  this  hofpital  are  to  go  on,  and  as  it 
is  fituated  in  a very  clofe  part, of  the  town,  and 
furrounded  with  buildings,  they  are  highly  com- 
mendable, that  the  patients  may  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of  a free  circulation  of  air.  Each  ward 
is  to  be  taken  in  rotation  ; it  being  the  defire  of 
the  governors,  and  that  of  the  prefent  attentive 
treafurer,  to  carry  the  improvements  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  patients  to  the  greatefl  extent.  The 
architeft  is  the  ingenious  Mr.  William  Blackburn. 
To  the  former  gentlemen  I mufl  mention,  that  I. 


* The  water  dofets  are  conftantly  fupplied  with  frefh  water 
from  a refervoir ; they  empty  and  fill  the  bafin  by  opening  the 
door.  They  are  fo  Amply  conftrudled  that  they  require  little 
attention,  and  are  not  liable  to  be  eafily  put  out  of  repair. 
They  are  free  from  ill  feents.  The  bafin  is  of  earthen  or 
queen’s  ware,  glazed ; and  it  is  always  charged  with  water, 
being  fupplied  afrefh  every  time  the  patient  leaves  the  clofet. 
The  door  a£ls  on  the  ciftern  by  a common  lever,  and  the  fame 
operation  difeharges  all  that  is  left  in  the  bafin. 
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faw  a woman  bring  her  child,  and  with  tears 
leave  the  fee  of  25.  ^ d.  for  the  nurfe,  and  6d. 
for  the  fteward.  The  foul  patients  pay  75.  Every 
patient  on  admiffion  muft  lay  down  20s.  or  find 
fecurity  for  their  burial.  Sept.  17th,  1788, 
Patients  304.  * 

The  Westminster  Hospital  in  James’s 

Street. 

This  was  the  jirjl  of  its  kind  in  this  kingdom. 
It  was  inflituted  1719,  For  the  Relief  of  the  Sick 
and  Needy  from  all  Parts ; with  an  eftablifhment 
for  incurahleSy  begun  1734,  fupported  by  vo- 
luntary contributions.  The  wards  of  this  old 
hofpital  are  in  general  only  feventeen  feet  wide  : 
the  beds  parallel  and  clofe  to  the  walls,  with 
wooden  tellers : the  floors  were  fanded ; and  the 
walls  dirty.  Moft  of  the  upper  fafhes  were  not 
moveable.  A fum  is  paid  every  year  for  the  de- 
flruflion  of  bugs.  Bread  allowance  to  the  pa- 
tients is  too  fmall.  A diet-table  is  publiflied,  and 
an  annual  account,  but  no  book  of  the  rules  and 
orders.  Here  are  no  ward-fees  taken,  nor  fe- 
curity for  burial.  Sept.  24th,  1788,  Patients  71, 
and  14  Incurables.' 

St.  GeopvGe’s  Hospital  for  Sick  and  Lame  at 
Hyde-Park-Corner. 

This  is  in  a good  fituation.  Here  are  three 
large,  and  three  fmall  w^ards  for  men ; and  the 
fame  number  for  women : the  lower  wards  are 

for 
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or  accidents.  The  wards  are  twenty-two  feet 
and  a half  wide,  and  only  ten  and  a half  high : 
they  are  too  clofe,  efpecially  the  men’s,  which 
w^ere  very  offenfive,  all  the  windows  being  Ihut. 
The  windows  are  fmall,  and  too  diftant  from  the 
cieling : the  bedheads  are  old,  have  tefters,  and 
the  beds  Hand  clofe  to  the  wall  ;*  the  floors  were 
fanded ; and  the  walls  wanted  white-wa filing. 
The  kitchen  and  offices  are  under  ground,  and 
were  neither  neat  nor  clean.  A good  cold  bath, 
but  not  ufed.  A good  garden.  The  ftaircafes 
here,  and  in  almoft  all  our  hofpitals,  are  of 
wood : the  done  ftaircafes  in  the  hofpitals  abroai 
are  more  proper. 

There  are  no  rules  or  orders  publifhed ; but 
only  an  annual  account,  with  the  names  of  the 
governors,  &c.  on  one  flieet  of  paper.  In  feveral 
wards  this  order  is  painted  on  a board. 

* I am  fully  perfuaded  that  very  much  depends  on  the  pa- 
tients’ lying  on  frelh  and  clean  beds.  In  many  hofpitals  the 
beds  are  old,  and  crowded  againft  the  walls,  fo  that  there  is  no 
circulation  of  air  round  them  ; and,  by  a fucceffion  of  patients 
with  various  diforders,  muft  be  very  olfenfive.  If  the  annual 
fum  paid  in  feveral  hofpitals  for  the  deftrudion  of  bugs,  were 
expended  in  airing,  beating  and  brufhing  the  beds,  the  end, 
perhaps,  would  be  much  better  anfwered.  For  in  the  country 
where  the  air  is  frelh,  and  freely  admitted  into  lodging-rooms, 
there  are  few  or  no  bugs.  In  the  hofpitals  in  Sweden  I obferved 
a very  good  mode  of  fweetening  the  beds : on  every  fine  day  a 
certain  number  were  brought  into  the  open  air,  and  beaten  and 
brulhed  on  a deal  machine  made  for  that  purpofe.  I could 
wilh  that  fuch  a pradice  were  adopted  in  our  hofpitals,  and 
that  the  reft  of  the  bedding  were  more  frequently  walhed  and 
aired. 
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'!  At  a General  Court,  Jan.  uth,  1783,  or, 
del  ed.  That  no  perfon  whatfoever  belonging 
to  this  houfe  prefume,  upon  pain  of  expulfion, 
to  take  of  any,  either  in  or  out-patient  a fee 
« reward  or  gratification  of  any  kind,  direaiv 
- or  indirectly,  for  any  fervice  received  in  this 
houfe  ; and  this  not  only  while  they  are  under 
the  care  of  this  houfe,  but  alfo  after  they  fhall 
be  difcharged.’>  Sept.  j22d,  1788,  Patients 

tJ5o, 


T^e  British  Lying-in  Hospital  Brown- 
, low-street,  ybrilAf  Reception  oy  Married 
Women, 

' HeLe  are  fix  wards,  and  in  each  fix  beds. 
The  waids  were  clean  and  quiet:  provilion  good: 
Kitchen  and  pantry  clean.  This  is  a good  infti-, 
tution,  and  proper  attention  is  paid  to  the  pa- 
tients; who  continue  here  three  weeks  after  they 
are  delivered.  The  houfe  is  old,  and  wants 
white-wafhing,  and  the  cielings  are  too  low. 

female  pupils^ are  inftruaed  in  the  art  of 
midwifery,  and  after  redding  four  or  fick  months, 
receive  certificates  of  their  ability  to  praBife* 
W^omen  are  admitted  here  in  the  mofl  generous 
manner,  for  no  fee  or  gratification  of  any  kind  is 
allowed  to  the  nurfes  or  fervants. 

^ The  laws,  orders  and  regulations  of  this  hof- 
pital  are  publifhed,  and  they  are  full  and  explicit. 

I was  glad  to  find  the  following  one,  viz.  “ The 

ladies i 
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ladies^  governors  and  fubfcribers  to  this  cha- 
rity,  may  at  any  time  vifit  the  lying-in  wards  ; 
and  f’uch  their  vifitation  will  be  efteemed  as  a 
“ favour  done  to  the  charity.” 

Women  delivered  and  difcharged  from  Dec. 
31ft,  1786,  to  Dec.  31ft,  1787,  550.  Died  7. 
Total  557. 


The  C iTY  of  London  Lying-in  Hospital  in 
the  City  Road,  for  Married  Women. 

Here  are  eight  wards,  feventeen  feet  wide, 
which  open  into  paffages  fix  feet  wide  ,•  fix  only 
are  occupied,  each  containing  eight  beds.  The 
wards  and  beds  were  clean,  and  over  the  door  of 
each  ward  was  a circular  aperture  of  about  a 
foot  diameter.  Here  there  is  a chapel.  The 
houfe  wants  white-wafhing. — The  women  con- 
tinue three  weeks  after  delivery,  and  in  parti- 
cular cafes  longer;  if  they  choofe  it,  their  chil- 
dren are  baptized  in  the  houfe.  The  annual 
account  is  publiflied;  and  in  the  hall,  lifts  of 
the  donors’ names  are  painted  on  boards;  alfo 
the  hofpital  lift  of  women  and  children,  which 
comrrtenced  in  177^^  when  there  were 
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Women  delivered ; 

had  twins. 

Total  born, 

viz.  Males 

Female*. 

The  numbers  ' 

489 

1 

4 

493 

230 

263 

in  1779  were  ^ 

[545 

6 

55^ 

281 

270 

1780 

451 

4 

455 

220 

23s 

1781 

453 

3 

456 

223 

233 

1782 

456 

6 

462 

214 

248 

1783 

510 

.3 

513 

276 

237 

1784 

549 

5 

554 

269 

285 

1785 

582 

9 

591 

299 

292 

1786 

586 

12 

595 

310 

285 

Oppofite  the  door  is  this  order : That  no  perfon  be 
allowed  to  go  up  into  the  wards  to  viflt  the  pa- 
tients, but  between  the  hours  of  three  and  five  in 
the  afternoon. 

I could  wifli  that  there  were  a Handing  order 
in  this,  and  all  hofpitals,  that  no  governors  or 
governefles  of  hofpitals  fhould  have  any  concern^ 
direblly  or  indireftly,  in  ferving  the  hofpitals  to 
which  they  belong  with  provifions,  See.  Sept, 
izgd,  1788,  Women  36. 

The  Lock  Hospital  near  Hyde-Park-Corner> 

for  the  Relief  of  venereal  Patients  only.* 

. I 

Here  are  three  wards  for  men  and  three  for 
women.  The  beds  have  canvafs  tefters.  The 

wards 

* A prejudice  prevailing  in  the  minds  of  many  people  againfi 
fuch  hofpitals  will,  I hope,  be  my  excufe  for  copying  the  In- 
troduction to  the  AbJlraSi  of  the  Rules  and  Orders. 

The  difeafe  which  entitles  the  objefts  of  this  hofpital  to 
relief,  is  in  itfelf  extremely  loathfome,  and  direful  in  its  eifefls ; 

* and 
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Ifards  want  white-wafliing.  The  chapel  is  f|)aci- 
ous : the  patients  during  divine  fervice  are  in 

two 

and  the  unhappy  fufFerer.t,  if  poverty  be  their  companion,  are 
doubtlefs  involved  in  the  moll  deplorable  'ivretchednefs. 

Many  a worthy  woman  has  here  to  lament  the  diabolical 
profligacy  of  an  abandoned  hulband. — Many  a poor  and  help- 
lefs  infant  to  deplore  its  being- the  offspring  of  a dillempered 
parent. — Many  a young  creature  of  tender  years,  yea,  even  in 
infancy  itfelf,  has  to  bewail  the  inhuman  violence  of  a difeafed, 
filthy,  and  loathfome  ravifher. — Others,  who  have  been  led 
away  by  the  arts  and  wiles  of  feducers,  by  promifes  made  only 
to  be  broken,  and  fair  words  meant  only  to  deceive. — And 
laftly,  many  who  have  inadvertently  fought  their  own  ruin, 
have  alfo  been  cured  in  this  hofpital ; fuch,  many  fuch,  but  for 
this  houfe,  had  rotted  and  perilhed  miferably.  Some  of  thefe, 
whofe  lives  have  happily  been  preferved,  have  kiffed  the  rod  of 
afflidlion ; by  the  blefling  of  God  have  turned  from  their  ini- 
quity, and  been  happily  reftored  to  their  family,  their  country, 
and  thenfelmes , 

Therefore  their  having  brought  on  themfelves  the  difeafe  by 
their  own  fin  and  folly  is  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  left  to 
perifh.  A life  loft  to  the  public,  from  whatever  caufe,  is  ftill 
a lofs.-  If  we  fpeak  of  the  matter  in  a chriftian  view,  how 
dare  any,  who^  profefs  to  knonu  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  make  this  an  objedUon  ? Suppofe  the  Redeemer  had 
mged  fuch  a plea  againft  becoming  poor  for  our  fakes  ; fuppofe 
he  had  faid  of  us, — “ Leave  thole  finners  to  the  confequences 
“■  of  their  fin  and  folly — they  are  miferable,  guilty,  loft  and 
undone,  but  it  was  their  onun  fault— let  them  perifh  eter- 
“ nally — let  the  law  take  its  vengeance  on  them— I’ll  not 
become  poor  for  their  fakes,  to  fave  them  from  its  curfe,  for 

“ they  do  not  deferve  that  I fhould,” had  this  been  the 

language  of  our  Lord,  where  had  we  now  been  i — We  fhould 
not  now  be  partaking  of  his  mercies,  but  feeling  his  righteous 
vengeance— not  invited  to  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  pity  and 
compaffion  to  others,  but  ourfelves  in  torment,  crying  in  vain 
ior  a drop  of  nvater  to  cool  our  tongues. 

And  though  this  charity  gives  encouragement  to  repentance, 
y givmg  the  rnoft  profligate,  one  fair  opportunity  to  refledt, 
aiKl  amend  their  lives,  yet  it  deftroys  all  incitement  to  pre~ 

fimptiin. 
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two  upper  rooms,  concealed  from  the  audience 
by  blinds.  There  is  a good  bathing  room,  and  a 
garden.  Vifiters  to  the  patients  are  admitted  on 
Mondays,  from  two  o’clock  till  four.  The  ab- 
ftrafl  of  rules  and  orders  is  publifhed.  The 
admilfion  and  difmilfion  of  the  patients  are  with- 
out a fee  or  gratuity  to  any  of  the  fervants, 
and  no  fecurity  at  admiffion  is  required  for 
their  burial.  Sept.  22d,  1788,  Men  36.  Wo- 
men 28. 


Bethlem  Hospital  in  Moorfields, 

For  the  Cure  (^Lunatics,  and  the  Reception  of  In- 
curables. 

The  committee  room  and  apartments  for  the 
flewards,  &c.  are  in  the  center ; and  in  long  gal- 
leries and  wings  on  each  fide,  are  the  rooms  for 
the  patients.  The  fize  of  thefe  rooms  is  twelve 
feet  by  eight  feet  ten  inches,  and  twelve  feet  ten 

fiimption,  by  affording  no  repetirion  of  its  countenance  and 
favour,  to  the  hardened  and  impenitent. — For  it  is  a fixed,  de- 
terminate, fundamental  rule  of  the  charity,  that  no  perfon 
whatfoever,  if  once  difeharged,  is  ever  to  be  admitted  a fecond 
time. — And  all  the  patients  have  a paper  of  rules  and  direc- 
tions delivered  to  them  at  their  admiffion,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  ftand  thefe  words. — 

N.  B.  “ Halving  been  once  cured,  or  difeharged  for  any  other 
caufe  out  of  this  hcfpital,  you  tienjer  can  be  admitted  again.” 

Therefore  the  language  of  this  inllitution  is,  like  that  of  our 

blcffcd  Lord “ Go,  and  fn  no  more  f and  like  him  it  adds, 

“ lejl  a nvorfe  thing  happen  unto  thee.” 

inches' 
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inches  high : the  rooms  in  the  wings  and  at  the 
top  of  th^e  houfe  are  lefs:  the  galleries  are  fix- 
teen  feet  wide.  On  the  four  floors  there  are 
about  two  hundred  and  feventy  rooms . thefc 
were  quite  clean  and  not  offenfive,  though  the 
houfe  is  old  and  wants  white-wafliing.  The  gal- 
leries have,  very  properly,  rooms  onl  y non  e 
iide.  The  patients  comrhunicate  with  one 
another  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  houfe, 
fo  that  there  is  no  feparation  of  the  calm  and 
quiet  from  the  noify  and  turbulent,  except  thofe 
who  are  chained  in  their  cells.  To  each  fide  of 
the  houfe  there  is  only  one  vault : very  ofFenfive. 
There  are  no  cifterns  at  the  top  of  the  houfe,  nor 
water  in  the  upper  floor. 

There  are  fitting  rooms  with  fire-places  pro- 
perly guarded  with  iron — a cold  bath  and  airing 
grounds  for  each  fex — no  chapel — Bread  allovi» 
ance  to  patients  i/^.  aday  (8  oz.  at  dinner,  and 
the  fame  at  fupper).  Their  bread,  butter,  cheefe 
and  beer  were  very  good.  Two  houfekeepers, 
when  a patient  is  to  be  admitted,  enter  into 
“ a bond  of  £roo  to  pay  for  bedding  and 
‘‘  clothes,  during  the  patient’s  continuance  ifi 
“ the  hofpital,  and  to  take  him  or  her  away  when 
difcharged  by  the  committee,  and  to  pay  the 
charge  of  burial,  if  the  patient  die  in  the  hof- 
pital.”  .When  a patient  is  difmifled  as  incur- 
able, his  name  is  entered,  that  when  there  is  ai 
vacancy  among  the  incurables  (the  number  of 
whom  is  fixty  men  and  fifty  women)  he  may  be 

admitted,  paying  only  halj-  d a week. 

Vifiters  ar»  admitted  by  a governor’s  ticket,  only' 
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on  Mondays  and  Wednefdays,  between  tbe  hours 
of  ten  and  twelve.  Sept.  26,  1788,  Men  133. 
Women  139. 


St.  Luke’j  Hospital  for  Ltinatics  in  Old* 
Street  Road. 

This  fpacious  building  was  firft  occupied  on 
new  year’s  day,  1786;  the  former  in  Moorfields 
being  old  and  inconvenient.  Here  are  on  eacn 
of  the  three  floors,  three  long  galleries  and 
wings,  with  oppoflte  cells  for  the  patients;  and 
in  the  center  are  apartments  for  officers.  See. 
On  one  fide  of  thefe  apartments  are  the  men,  on 
the  other  the  women.  In  each  gallery  there  are 
thirty-two  cells  which  are  arched,  boarded  and 
wainfeoted  (ten  feet  four  inches  by  eight,  and 
thirteen  feet  three  inches  high)  and  each  cell  has 
a window  outward,  and  a large  aperture  over  the 
door,  with  infide  wire  lattice  to  the  iron  bars,  to 
prevent  accidents,  and  (very  properly)  no  ffiut- 
ters.  The  cells  were  very  clean  and  not  offen- 
five.  The  boxes  on  which  the  beds  or  ftraw  lia 
are  on  a declivity,  and  have  falfe  bottoms.-^ 
The  cells  open  into  galleries  fifteen  feet  wide  3 
and  in  each  gallery  was  a vault,  which  was  not 
offenfive.  There  are  many  cillerns  on  the  top  of 
the  houfe,  which  are  filled  by  four  machines  or 
forcing  pumps,  to  fupply  the  galleries  with  water, 
Thefe  machines  coft  £2.00.  Here  are  large 
airing  grounds  for  men  and  women  : there  is  alio 
a new,  but  very  inconvenient  bath. 
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Every  patient  is  admitted  till  cured,  or  for  one 
year,  ^"'1 M the  end  tf 

i°at^rrm!  '^If  within  the  year  he  be  difmiffcd  as 
cured  and  relapfes  within  two  months,  he  may 
be  readmitted  on  the  former  petition.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  patients  who  are  not  cured, 
are  put  on  /he  lid  of  incurables.  Here  are  forty 
incurables,  who  are  called  boarders,  f°r  each 
whom  their  friends  jivejhilhngi  a week. 

• 

Here  are  wry  jn'cptrly  two  fitting  rooms  in  each 
gallery,  one  for  the  quiet,  the  other  for  the  tur- 
bulent,: but  I could  wilh  that  the  noify  and  tur- 
bulent were  in  a feparate  part  of  the  houL,  by 
day  and  by  night,  I have  mentioned  the  pro- 
priety of  hair  beds  for  the  fick,  and  in  luch 
houfes  as  this  they  are  peculiarly  neceilary,  be- 
caufe  water  runs  through  them, 


Several  women  were  calm  and  quiet,  and  at 
needle  work  with  the  matron.  A chapel  would 
be  proper  here  for  the  advantage  of  recovering 
patients,  as  I have  feen  in  fuch  houfes  abroad. 

Tho’ this  noble  hofpital  was  neat  and  clean,  yet 
I greatly  prefer  one  at  Conftantinople,  which  is 
defcribed  in  this  volume,  and  the  Dol-huis  at  Am- 
fterdam,  which  is  particularly  mentioned  in  my 
former  publications,  Sept.  25,  1788,  Men  54, 
Women  10. 
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leave  to  fubjoin  a general  obfer^ 
mtzons  zonztmmg  dcfeBs  in  the  London  hofpi/als 

nn.n  Tl  confe- 

quence  of  the  newer  eftablifhments  of  difpen- 

fanes,  which  have  multiplied  fo  as  to  injure  the 
funds  of  the  older  inllitutions. 

required  at  admiffion 
nto  maiy  of  the  hofpitals  bear  hard  upon  the 
poor,  and  abfolutely  exclude  many  of  thofe  who 
ave  the  greateft  pccafion  for  charitable  relief. 
The  nurfes’  fees  in  particular  open  a door  to 
many  impofitions.  . 

The  vTits  of  governors  are  too  often  only  a 
nm  er  of  form,  the  vifiter  hurrying  out  of  an 
ottenhve  room,  and  readily  acquiefcing  in  the 
reports  of  the  nurfes,  &c.  Hehce  I apprehend 
many  inftances  of  negled  in  furgeons  and  their 
dreffers,  as  well  as  other  officers,  go  unnoticed. 

^ I have  never  found  any  clergyman  adminifter- 
ing  conlolation  and  admonition  to  thefiekj  and 
prayers  are  ufually  attended  by  very  few. 


White-waffiing  the  wards  is  feldom  or  never 
praftifed;  and  injurious  prejudices  againft  waffi- 

ing  floois,  and  admitting  freffi  air,  are  fuffered 
to  operate.  - ‘ 


cither  hot  or  cold,  is  fcarcely  ever 
ufed ; I fuppofe,  becaufe  it  would  give  trouble 
to  the  attendants. 


Ther<? 
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There  are  no  convalefcent  wards  or  fitting 
rooms,  fo  that  patients  are  often  turned  out 

very  unfit  for  work,  or  the  common  mode  of 
living, 

The  admiffioii  of  great  quantities  of  beer  for 
the  patients  from  ale-houfes,  by  alledged,  or 
pretended  orders  from  the  faculty,  is  a great  and 
growing  evil.  Every  proper  article  of  diet  fliould 
be  provided  by  the  hofpital,  and  no  oihe?-,  on  any 
account,  be  admitted. 

It  is  a pity  that  for  want  of  attention  to  thefe 
circumliances,  fuch  noble  inftitutions  fliould  be 
rendered  of  much  lefs  public  utility,  than  was 
intended  by  their  generous  founders  and  fun 
porters.  ' ^ 

I gave  in  my  laft  Publication  fome  hints  on 
the  Construction  and  Regulation  of  Hofpitals 
inoft  of  which  were  collefled  from  the  obferva- 
tions  I had  made  abroad  : I fliall  now  take  the 
liberty  of  repeating  them,  with  a few  additional 
obfervations. 


The of  an  Infirmary  or  Hofpital^  fhould 
be  on  elevated  ground,  near  a flream  of  water 
and  out  of  atown.-The  wards,  if  only  one  foi* 
each  fex,  to  be  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet 
iig  , arched,  and  without  apartments  over  them- 
otherwife  the  building  to  confifi  of  only 

as  far  as  neceffary  upon  this  plan,  that  the  in. 


con- 
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‘"■convenience  of  higher  rooms  may  be  avoided. 
The  firft  floor  raifed  four  or  five  fteps  from  the 
irround,  and  the  afcent  made  eafy  to  the  en- 
trance. The  wards  fifteen  feet  high  to  the  ciel- 
ings  and  diftinEf  ones  for  medical  and  chirurgi-, 
tal  patients,  Two  doors  to  each  ward,  one  ot 
them  iron  latticed,  or  canvafs,  Staircafe  of  itone, 
fpacious,  convenient  and  eafy,  as  in  Italy,  Mar^. 
feilles,  Malta,  &c.  No  room  to  contain  more 
than  eight  beds.  The  windows  lofty  and  oppoiite, 
or  large  circular  apertures  (as  at  Leeds  infi^rmary) 
opening  into  paffages  not  lefs  than  fix  feet 
wide : hafps  and  ftaples  to  the  upper  fafhes, 
to  prevent  their  being  fhut  at  improper 
times  : one  of  the  windows  fhould  open  from  the 
deling  to  the  floor,  either  as  folding  doors,  or 
like  thofe  at  Guy’s  hofpital : a ftone  gallery  for 
piore  readily  opening  and  fnutting  the  windows, 
as  in  the  Italian  hofpitals.  The  lathed  and 

plaftered,  and  proper  apertures  in  them-  The 
flre-places  in  the  middle  of  the  long^er  fide  of  the 
wards;  the  beds  in  fpacious  receffes,  as  at  lo- 
ledo  and  Burgos;  or  to  each  bed  a rcr^s  wth 
curtains  as  at  Genoa,  Savona,  &c, 
fteadsiron,  painted,  and  wuh  a fcrew  hat  the 

backs  may  be  eafily 
on  varnifhed  boards  or  laths,  with  hair 
In  each  ward  a cillern,  bafin,  and  towel  for  the 
patients.  Vaults  on  the  outfide  of  the  ward., 
Ind  water  clofets,  as  at  Guy’s  holpital : for  every 
improvement  that  may  render 
offmfive,  fhould  be  carefully  adopted 
koufes  containing  a number  of  inhabitants.^  y 
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looms  and  refeftories  for  convalefcent  patients ; 
pne  /pare  and  unfurnijhed  ward ; each  ward  to  be 
taken  in  fucceffidn,  and  called  the  fpare  ward* 
The  kitchen,  wafli-houfe,  brew-houfe  and  bake-, 
houfe,  out  of  the  houfe:  but  if  the  kitchen  be  ii> 
(he  houfe,  it  fliould  be  lofty,  as  in  Chrift’s  hof., 
pital  (not tinder  ground)  and  the  entrance  through 
the  fervants’  hall.  A convenient  bath,  with  an 
eafy  defcent  into  it.  A piazza  and  fpacious  walk 
to  induce  patients  to  take  the  air  and  exercife* 
The  wards  walhed  once  a week — fcraped  and 
lime-whited  at  leaft  once  a year.  (The  machines 
at  Norwich  for  fupplying  the  fait  mines  with  frefli 
air  being  on  a fimple  'conftruftion,  would  be  of 
admirable  ufe  in  hofpitals,  efpecially  if  htuated 
in  clofe  and  confined  places.)  The  patients 
wafhed  at  their  admiffion  in  the  cold  or  wann 
bath,  and  to  conform  ftriftly  to  the  rules  of 
nicety  and  cleanlinejs. 

It  may  be  proper  to  fuggeft,  that  many  of 
thefe  ideas  may  be  adopted  with  equal  pro- 
priety in  the  conjlr^ion  and  regalation  pf  poor 
houfei. 
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ABSTRACT 

FROM  THE 

Ad:s  of  the  14th  and  24th  Geo.  IIL 

For  prejerving  the  Health  of  Prifoners  in  Gg,oly  ani 
preventing  the  Gaol  Dijlemper ; and  for  enabling 
the  Juftices  of  Peace  to  build  and  repair  Gaols  in 
their  refpeElive  CountieSi 


WHEREAS  the  malignant  fever,  that  is 
commonly  called  The  Gaol  Dijlemper^  is 
found  to  be  owing  to  a want  of  cleanlinefs  and 
frefli  air  in  the  feveral  gaols  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  the  fatal  confequences  of  that  difor- 
der,  of  which  there  has  been,  of  late,  too  much 
experience,  might  be  prevented,  if  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  were  duly  authorized  to  provide  fuch 
accommodations  in  gaols  as  may  be  neceffary  to 
anfwer  this  falutary  purpofe:  May  it  therefore 
pleafe  your  Majefty  that  it  may  be  enabled;  and 
be  it  enafted  by  the  King’s  moll  Excellent  Ma- 
jefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  alfembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fame*  That  the  feveral  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England  and  Wales,  within  their  feveral  jurif- 

a diftions. 
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diaions,  in  tlieir  quarter  feffions  anfembled,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  order  the  walls 
and  cielings  of  the  feveral  cells  and  wards,  both 
ot  the  debtors  and  the  felons,  and  alfo  of  any 
other  rooms  ufed  by  the  prifoners  in  their  refpec- 
tive  gaols  and  prifons,  where  felons  are  ufually 
confined,  to  be  feraped  and  white-wafhed,  once 
in  the  year  at  leaft;  to  be  regularly  wafhed  and 
Kept  clean,  and  conftantly  fupplied  with  frefh  air 
by  means  of  hand  ventilators,  or  otherwife-  to 
order  two  rooms  in  each  gaol  or  prlfon,  one’for 
the  men,  and  the  other  for  the  Women,  to  be  fet 
apart  for  the  fick  prifoners,  direaing  them  to  be 
removed  into  fuch  rooms  as  foon  as  they  fliall  be 
feized  with  any  diforder,  and  kept  feparate  from 
thofe  who  fliall  be  in  health ; to  order  a warm  and 
cold  bath,  or  commodious  bathing  tubs,  to  be 
provided  in  each  gaol  or  prifon,  and  to  dired  the 
pnloners  to  be  wafhed  in  fuch  warm  or  cold  baths 
or  bathing  tubs,  according  to  the  condition  in 
which  they  fliall  be  at  the  time,  before  they  are  fuf* 
fered  to  go  out  of  fuch  gaols  or  prifons  upon  any 
occafion  whatever  ; to  order  this  aa  to  be  painted 
in  large  and  legible  charaaers  upon  a board,  and 
hung  up  in  fome  confpicuous  part  of  each  of  the 
faid  gaols  and  prifons;  and  to  appoint  an  expe- 
rienced furgeon  or  apothecary,  at  a flated  falary, 
to  attend  each  gaol  or  prifon  refpeaively,  who 
Ihall,  and  he  is  hereby  direaed  to  report  to  the 
faid  Juflices  by  whom  he  is  appointed,  at  each 
quaiter  feffions,  a ftate  of  the  health  of  the  pxi-^ 
foners  under  his  care  or  fupcrintendance. 


“ And 
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And  be  it  further  enafled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in 
their  faid  quarter  feffions  affembled,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  dired  the  feveral  courts  of  juitice 
within  their  relpedive  jurifdiaions  to  be  properly 
ventilated;  to  order  cloaths  to  be  provided  for  * 
the  priloners  when  they  fee  occafion ; to  prevent 
the  prifoiiers  from  being  kept  under  ground, 
whenever  they  can  do  it  conveniently;  and  to 
make  fuch  other  orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
reftoring  or  preferving  the  health  of  prifoners, 
as  they  fliall  think  neceffary. 


« And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority 
atorelaid.  That  the  expences  attending  the  exe- 
cution of  the  orders  of  the  faid  luftices,  made 
in  purfuance  of  this  abt,  fo  far  as  'the  fame  fhall 
refpett  county  gaols  and  prifons,  ^and  courts  of 
jultice  belonging  to  counties,  fliall  be  borne  and 
defrayed,  at  all  times,  out  of  the  refpefUve 
county  rates;  and  fo  far  as  the  fame  fhall  refpeft 
the  gaols  and  prifons,  and  courts  of  juftice  of 
particular  cities,  towns  corporate,  cinque  ports, 
liberties,  franchifes,  or  places,  that  do  not  con- 
tribute to  the  rates  of  the  counties  in  which  they 
are  refpeftively  htuated,  fuch  expences  fhall  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  public  flock  Sr  rates  of  fuch 
cities  towns  corporate,  cinque  ports,  liberties, 
l^ranchifcs,  or  places,  having  fuch  exclufive  jurif- 
di^bhons,  to  which  fuch  gaols,  or  prifons,  or  courts 
of  juftice  fliall  refpeaively  belong:  And  if  any 
gao  er  or  keeper  of  anypnfon  fhall,  at  any  time 
neg  ed  or  difobcy  the  orders  of  fuch  Uiflices 
tnade  in  purluance  of  this  ad,  he  may  be  proceeded 

a gain  ft 
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againft  in  a fu  mm  ary  way,  by  complaint  made  to 
the  Judges  of  Aflize,  or  to  the  Juftices,  in  their 
quarter  feffions : and  if  he  be  found  guilty  of  fuch 
neglect  or  difobedience,  he  fhall  pay  fuch  fine  as 
the  Judges  of  Afiize,  or  Juftices,  fhall  impofe, 
and  fliall  be  committed  in  cafe  of  non-payment.” 

AhJlraB^  24th  Geo.  III. 

“ And  whereas  the  preventing  gaolers  from 
felling  any  liquors,  or  deriving  any  profit  from 
the  fale  of  liquors,  may  be  a great  means  of  pre- 
venting drunkennefs,  riots,  and  other  diforders 
in  gaols,  and  of  preferving  good  order  therein ; 
and  it  may  be  proper  to  give  fufficient  power  and 
authority  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  their 
felhons,  in  certain  cafes,  to  allow  falaries  to 
gaolers,  in  lieu  of  the  profits  which  are  now  de- 
rived from  the  fale  of  liquors;  be  it  therefore 
enabled.  That,  from  and  after  the  faid  firft  day 
of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
juftices  of  the  Peace  of  any  county,  riding,  divi- 
iion,  city,  town,  liberty,  or  precinbl,  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  the 
principality  of  Wales,  at  the  General  Quarter 
Seftions  of  the  Peace,  or  fome  fpecial  adjourn- 
ment of  the  fame,  held  for  fuch  exprefs  purpofe, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered, 
if  it  fhall  appear  to  them  neceftary  or  proper, 
to  appoint  luch  (alaries  or  allowances  to  luch 
gaolers  and  their  alhftants,  in  the  feveral  gaols 
within  their  reipebtive  junldiblions,  and  to  vary 
the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  as  to  them  lhall  (eem 
tjieet^  and  to  order  and  ditebl  the  laid  lalarics  and 
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allowances  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  rate,  by 
the  treafurer  of  fuch  county,  riding,  diyifion„ 
city,  town,  liberty,  or  precin6l,  upon  a certificate, 
figned  by  the  Chairman  of  fuch  Quarter  Seffions, 
fpecifying  the  falaries  and  allowances  fo  direfted 
to  be  made. 

” Provided  always  and  be  it  ena‘£led.  That 
it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Chairman  of  any 
Quarter  Seffions,  or  adjournment  thereof,  to  fign 
fuch  certificate,  for  fuch  falaries  or  allowances  to 
be  granted  under  this  aft,  unlefs  fuch  falaries  or 
allowances  fliall  have  been  fettled  at  forae  General 
Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace,  or  fome  fpecial 
adjournment  thereof,  and  notice  fliall  have  been 
given  fourteen  days  at  1eaft  before  the  holding 
fuch  General  Quarter  SeflTions,  or  fuch  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  by  two  feveral  advertifements  in- 
ferted  in  fome  newfpaper  printed  and  circulated  in 
the  county,  riding,  divifion,  city,  town,  liberty,  or 
precinft,  in  which  fuch  gaols  are  fituated,  and 
where  fuch  falaries  or  allowances  are  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  gaolers,  of  an  intended  application  for 
the  granting  fuch  falaries  or  allowances;  which 
faid  advertifements  fliall  be  figned  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  of  fuch  county,  riding,  divifion,  city, 
town,  liberty,  or  precin6t,  or  his  deputy,  for  the 
time  being. 

“ And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  no  gaoler,  or  any 
pejrfon  or  perfons  in  trufl;  for  or  employed  by 

fuch 


( « ) 

fuch  gaoler,  (hall  fulTer  tippling  or  gamine  r,  i, 
pnfon;  or  (hall  fell  or  d%ol  0^^  * 

hilfer  to  be  fold  or  difpofed  of,  or  be  capa™e  of 
betng  licenfed  to  felf  or  difpofe  0?,“?:  If 
beer,  ale,  or  other  liquors;  or  have  any Lnefi- 
la  intereft  or  concern  whatfoever  in  the  fale  or 

“y  kind,  or  in  any  tap 
houfe,  tap  room,  or  tap,  under  the  penalty  of 

ten  pounds  for  every  fuch  offence,  to  be  recover- 
ed  by  diftrefs  and  fale  of  the  offender’s  goods  and 
chattels,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  andfealsof 
any  two  [uftices  of  the  Peace  affing  for  the 
count)^  riding,  divifion,  city,  town,  liberty,  or 
pcna,  wtthm  which  fuch  gaol  is  fuu^ted, 
(which  warrant  fuch  Juftices  are  hereby  required 
to  grant),  upon  the  confellion  of  the  party  or  par 
ties,  or  upon  the  information  of  any  witnels  or 
witnelfes,  upon  oath,  (which  oath  fuch  luflices 
are  hereby  impowercd  to  adminiller);  'and  the 
laid  penalty,  after  the  charges  of  recovering  the 
fame  lliall  be  deduaed,  (hall  be  paid  one  moiety  to 
the  inrormcr,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  ul'e  of 
confined  within  fuch  gaol;  and  in 
caie  luihcient  diftrefs  cannot  be  found,  then  it 
il^ll  be  lawful  for  fuch  Juftices  to  commit  fuch 
offender  or  offenders  to  the  houfe  of  correBion 
for  tne  county  or  place  where  the  offence  fliall  be 
committed,  there  to  remain,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  calendar 
months,  unlefs  penalty,  and  all  reafonable 
charges,  fhall  be  foonerpaid  and  fatisfied. 


; 


“ And 


" And  be  it  further  enaCled,  That  all  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  before  whom  any  perfon  fhall  be 
conviaed  of  any  offence  againlf  this  aa,  fliall  and 
may  caufe  the  convidion  to  be  drawn  up  in  the 
following  form,  or  to  the  like  clfea,*  that  is  to 
fay. 


County,  1 
of  / 


"BE  it  remembered.  That  on  the 

day  of  ^ in  the 

year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majefty 
B,  is  conviaed  be- 
, ^ of  his  Majefty;s 

Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  coun- 
ty, or  riding,  divifion,  city,  town,  li- 
berty, or  precina  (as  the  cafe  fhall  be) 
by  virtue  of  an  aa  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  24th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled, 
[Here  fet  forth  the  title  of  the  act,  and 
fpecify  the  offence,  and  the  time  and 
place  when  and  where  the  fame  was 
committed.] 


" reals, 

the  day  and  year  aforefaid.” 
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